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Il. His M 
Lords, fent by the D--ke of JV 
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A fairs. 
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lufton of the Debates and Proceedings of the twa 
Hou/es of P t during the lift Sefficn. 











Ev OY LN our lof BEE we gave our Readers 

1) | an Account of the Debate in the H 
of I. ds upon bis M y's 
Meffage on the 28th of March laf, w hich 
gave Occafion to the Vote of Confidence. 
We concluded our Account of this fanious 
Debate with the E—/ of 1 ——a’s 
Speech: As foom as this Noble Lord, had 
dons [peaking, the F lof W ames CQ ole up and 
aadre ed bim/elf to the H fe to the following E fe d?. 
The noble Lords who have fpoke 

in Support of the Refolution pro- E—/ of W—ea’s 
_ pofed to us, have all fpoke, as if this Speech. 

Nation were no Way provided for 

Vor, VIEL. LJ * its 
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* its Defence, which really to me, my Lords, feems to 


be fomething very furprifing. I cannot comprehend 
what we have been doing in all the former Part of 
this Seffion of Parliament, if we have not already provid- 
ed fufficiently againft any Invafion that can be fecretly and 
fuddeuly made upon us. Have we not refolved to keep 
up a yery numerous Army of Land Forces in this Ifland, 
befides the numerous Army kept up in the neighbouring 
Ifland, which may be brought over upon any Emergency 
to our Affiftance ; and from all thofe cannot we ina few 
Daysform an Army of regular Troops? I am fure much 
ereater than any Army ol Foreigners that can be fent by 
‘ furprife to invade us. Surely no Lord in this Houfe can 
imagine, that fo numerous an Army mutt always be kept 
up in this Ifland, even in the Time of the moft profound 
Tranquillity : Nay, if we were actually engaged in War, 
I hope, it would not be thought neceffary to keep always 
fuch a Number of regular Forces at Home, in orderto 
guard our own Dominions againft Invafions ; I hope it 
« would in fuch a Cafe be thought, that we might fafely fend 
< a great Part of them Abroad, in order to carry the War 
‘ into the Territories of our Enemies, otherwife any War 
« we may hereafter engage in, muft become very chargeable 
* and burthenfome to the Nation. But befides the Land 
« Army we have already provided, have we not already 
‘ made a very great Addition to the Number of our Sea- 
* men, and have not we thereby already enabled his Ma- 
« jefty to fit out a Fleet much fuperior to any Squadron tha 
* can be fent againft us? From all which I muft conclude, 
‘ my Lords, that we have already fufficiently provided tor 
* the Safety and Defence of the Motion, againft any fudden 
* and unexpected Attack that can be made upon us ; and if 
‘ his Majeity fhould think fit to join either of the Parties 
‘ now engaged in the War; if any Foreign Power fhould 
* declare War againft us, or ifany of our Neighbours fhould 

openly prepare to invade us, his Majetty would have Time 
‘ enough co call the Parliament together, and thereby we 
* would have an Opportunity af providing in a regular Par- 
* liameatary Way tor whatever fhould be thought proper 
* either tor Offence or Defence, 

‘ IT hope, my Lords, I fhall always be as ready as any 
‘ Tord m this Houfe, to put all proper Confidence in his 
« Majeity: I am upon the prefent Occafion extremely wil- 
€ liag to itrengthen his Majefty’s Hands as much as pofiidle, 
‘il 
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‘a order toadd Weight to his Negotiations, and to enable 
‘him to reftore by his Influence the Tranquillity of Europe, 
“or to preferve by his Power the Liberties of Europe ; 
‘but is there is no Way of preferving the Liberties of Europe, 
‘without making a Sacrifice of the Liberties of Great Bri- 
‘tain? Are we, under fucha Pretence, to give up the 
‘Rights of Parliament? Are we to put an abfolute andan un; 
‘ limited Power, and by fuch an extraordinary Method too, 
‘ into the Hands of his Majefty’s Minifiers? No, my Lords, 
‘no fuch Power can ever be neceffary ; I hope this Houfe 
‘will never agree to any fuch Minifterial Demand; for the 
“prefent I muft look uponas fuch: TI fhall always look up- 
‘on fuch extenfive Demands as coming from the Minifters 
‘oly ; they may be neceflary for the protecting of guilty 
‘ Minifters, but they can never be neceffary for preferving 
‘the Honour or the Dignity of the Crown. 

‘The King has, no doubt, a Power to make what 
‘ Treaties, and to enter into what Negotiations, he may 
‘think proper ; and if the Nation fhould happen to be 
‘ threatened with any immediate Attack, he may, and I 
‘hope always will, take the proper Meafures for prevent- 
‘ing or defeating that Attack: In all fuch Cafes it is not 
‘tobe doubted but the Parliament will.approve of what 
‘ hasbeen done, when they come to examine into the Mez:- 
‘(ures fo taken, and find that they were wifely concerted, 
‘andneceffiry forthe End propofed; but if the contrary 
‘thould appear ; if it fhould appear that difhonourable and 
‘inconfiftent Treaties have been concluded ; that ridicu- 

‘ lous Negotiations have been fet on foot, and ridiculoufly 

‘ carried on ; that the Nation has been fometimes expofed 
‘to Dangers and Infults without any juft Caufe, and often 
put to great Expence when no Danger could poffibly be 
‘ prehended ; has not the Parliament, in fuch a Cafe, a 
‘Power? Are they not in Honour, in Duty to their 
“Yountry, bound to eaguire into fuch Mifconduct, and to 
unit the Authors of fuch knavith or fuch foolifh Coun- 
als? And thall we, my Lords, thus before-hand approve 

o whatever Negotiations or Treaties the Minifters may 
_® pleafed to advife his Majefty. to enter into or con- 
"Gude ? Shall we thus give an anticipated Promife to pro. 
‘vide for whatever Expence the Minifters may pretend 
Othink necefary for the Nation’s Defence? No Mint- 

‘ersought to defire fuch an implicit Faith to be placed in 

“tir iuture Management, and I cannot think that the 

L12 « prefent, 
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Prefent, by their late Conduct, deferve any fuch extraor. 
dinary Confidence. 

¢ With refpect to thofe who may become Creditors of the 
Publick, the Difference betwixt an anticipated Pramife 
and a pofterior Approbation has been already fully ex- 
plained : It has by both Sides been admitted, that the Ho. 
nour of Parliament in the firft Cafe ftands engaged to the 
Creditors of the Publick, whether the Expene® incurred 
may be thought neceflary ornot ; but in the laft Cafe the 
Honour of Parliament does not ftand engaged, unlefs it 


appear to them that the Expence was neceifarily incurred 


‘ But I muft lkewife take notice, my Lords, that it is the 


fame with refpect to any Treaties that may be entered 
into: When the Parliament grants before hand fuch full 
Powers as are at prefent demanded, the Honour of Par. 
liament ftands engaged to fee fuch Treaties punctually 
performed, whether they be confiftent with the Honour 
and Intereft of the Nation or not ; but when Treaties are 
concluded without any fuch full Powers from Parli- 
ment, the Honour of Parliament is no way engaged to 
perform them, unlefs they approve of them; the moft 
that the Parliament or the Nation are in Honour obliged 
to do in that Cafe, is, to make a Sacrifice of thofe M!- 
nifters, who engaged their Country in fuch difhonourable 
or difadvantageous Treaties ; but in the firft Cafe, I do 
not ice how the Nation could get off from the Obligation, 
unlefs it were by making a Sacrifice of all thofe Men- 
bers of either Houfe of Parliament, who confented to 
the granting of fuch Powers, as well as of the Minittess 
themfelves. ) 

* I will agree that the Queftion now before us is an Af. 
lair of the utmoft Confequence ; it 1s an Affair in which 
the Safety of the Nation, and the Honour and Digaity 
of the Crown are deeply concerned ; but I am convinced 
that the Safety of the Nation and the Preferyation of the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown, confift in rejecting 
the Propofition now before us: In this the Safety of the 
Nation certainly confifts, becaufe our agreeing to the 
| ropofition would, in my Opinion, be, to bring the Na- 
tion into a real domeftick Danger, under the Fretence 
of providing againft a foreign Danger, that is either alto- 
gether imaginary, or fo diftant that it may eafily be pr 
vided againft without making a Sacrifice of our Conftitu- 


tion; and as the Honour and Dignity of the aa . 
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‘ Great-Britain confifts in our King’s being the King ofa 


free People, therefore every ‘Ching that may tend to en- 
‘ croach upon the Freedom ot the People, which this Pro- 
‘ pofition directly does, muft derogate both from the Ho- 
nour and the Dignity of the Crown. 

¢ I fhall likewife grant, that the prefent Subject ought to 
‘ be treated in the moft ferious Manner: Iam really forry 
‘to hear fuch Arguments founded upon fuch pretended 
‘ Dangers ; tor I may venture to prophefy, that it ever 
‘the Parliament ot Great-Britain fhould come into the 
* Practice of raifing Phantoms in the Air, as an Excufe 
‘for their granting extraordinary Powers to Miniiters of 
‘ State, the Liberties of this Nation will then begin to ttand 
‘upon avery precarious Footing: Uhey will depend en- 
‘ tirely upon the Minifters for the Time being; if they 
‘ make a right Ufe of the Powers granted them, our Con- 
‘ ftitution may be, during their Time preferved ; but they 
* may whenever they pleafe turn thofe Powers towarus the 
* Overthrow of our Conftitution ; and as the future Salety 
‘of Minitters of State may very probably foon come to 
‘ depend upon the Overthrow of our Conftitutior, alter 
‘our Liberties come to depend upon fuch (Guardians, £ 
am afraid they will be but fhort lived. 

‘ The noble Lord who fpoke laft told us, that the Ser- 
vant who left his Mafter’s Door open for the ‘Thieves to 
‘enter and fteal, was as criminal as the Thieves them- 
felves. In this I agree with him; but in the prefent Cale 
‘ who is the Criminal, the treacherous Servant? We are 
‘ told, that the Nation is now in no greater Danger than 
‘it was at the Beginning of the Seffion; therefore we are 
‘ now either in no Danger, and confequently under no Ne- 
‘ ceflity of granting the Powers asked for, or we were 
‘ then in great Danger, and the Criminal, the treacherous 
* Servant, muft be he who then knew of that Danger, and 
‘ yet has concealed it from us, has concealed the Defign 
* and the Approach of the Thieves, till it is become im- 
* poflible for us to fhut our Doors againft them, till it is 
‘ become impoffible for us to guard againft the Danger from 
* without, but by expofing ourfelves to as great Danger 
from within. 

L d H. ~y. © My 

‘ Lords, As fo much has been faid L——~d H——ey’s 
* favour of this Queftion by the Speech. 
* Noble Lords who have fpoke be- 
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fore me in the Debate, I fhall give you but a very little 
Trouble on the Subject. I thallfuppofe, my Lords, that 
the Danger we may le in Js now neither greater nor 
more imminent than it was the very firft Day of the 
Seffion ; yet I think avery good and fufficient Reafon 
may be affigned, for his Majefty’s being now obliged to 
make an Application to his Parliament for further Pow. 
ers, which he did not think himfelf under any Necefiity 
to make at the Beginning, or during the Continuance of 
the Seffion. 
‘ Tho’ this Nation was in Danger at the Beginning of 
the Seffion, yet, my Lords, his Majefty did not think 
the Danger fo imminent as to oblige him to put his 
People toany greater Expence than what was at that 
Time propofed, and has been provided for by Parlia- 
ment. While the Parliament continued fitting, his Ma- 
jefty had no ufe for any further Power, becaufe if the 
Danger fhould have approached nearer, or fhould have be- 
gun toappear more formidable, his Majefty could have im- 
mediately applied to his Parliament for further A fiiftance ; 
but as an End is foon to be put to this Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, as even the * arliament itfelf will probably foon be dif- 
folved, the Danger may become more imminent, it may 
become more formidable before the next Parliament can 
meet; and as his Majefty cannot in that Cafe, immedi- 
ately apply to Parliament for further Afliitance, there- 
tore, as he always has the Quiet and Safety of his People 
much at Heart, he thinks himfelf obliged to ask for 
fome conditienal Powers, in order that he may be en- 
abled, during the Interval of Parliament, to do that 
which the Parliament, if it were fitting, would moft cer- 
tainly enable him to do as foon as he thought fir to apply 
iorthe fame ; that is, to make fuch further Augmentation 
of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may be abfolutely 
‘ neceflary for the Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms, 
* and to concert fuch Meafures as the Exigency of Affairs 
may require. 
‘ If the Danger, my Lords, had hecome, or were now 
more imminent or more formidable than it appeared at 
the Beginning of the Seffion, his Majefty would certainly 
* have applied for an immediate Augmentation of his For- 
ces both by Sea and and, and for a Provifion’s being 
‘ made by Parliament for that Purpofe ; and in fucha 
Cale, whatever had been done by Parliament muft have 
« Leen 
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‘been done by Way of Bill; but as there is no Neceffity 
‘ for any immediate Augmentation, his Majefty, willing 
‘to put off as long as he can charging his People with any 
‘new Expence, only defires a Power to make that Aug- 
‘ mentation, in Cafe it fhould become neceffary at a Time 
‘ when he cannot poflibly have the immediate A fliftance of 
‘his Parliament. ‘This, my Lords, I muft think extreme- 
‘ly reaonable, nay even abfolutely neceffary ; confider- 
‘ing the prefent State of Europe, and therefore I cannot 
‘ refufe my Confent to the Propofition made to us.’ 

The Qyehion was then put, and upona Divifion was 
carried in the Affirmative. Of Lords inthe Houfe there 
were 70 Contents and 39 Not Centents; and of Proxies 
there were 25 Contents and 19 Not Contents. 

Upon this there were ‘wo Protefts entered upon the Four- 
nals of the Hou/e, of which we gave our Readers Copies in 
a former BEE, 

The fame Day, towit, on Thurfday, the 28¢b of March, 
Mr. Chancellcr of the Exchequer acquainted the Houfe of 
Commons that he had a Meffage from his Mayjefy to that 
Houje, figned by bis Majefy, which he prefented ; and the 
fame being read by Mr. Speaker, was in the following 
Words, viz. 


GEORGE R, 


‘His Majefty very thankfully acknowledges the Zeal 
‘and Affection which this Houfe has fhewn by the early 
‘ Difpatch they have already made in the neceflary Sup- 
‘ plies for the publick Service, which his Majefty recom- 
‘mended to their immediate Care at the Opening of this 
* Seffion, . 

* But the War which has broke out in Europe ftill un- 
‘happily continuing, his Majefty has nothing more at 
‘ Heart, than to fee that Flame extinguifhed, and to avoid, 
‘if poffible, the engaging his Subjects in the Hazards and 
‘ Expence of a War, beingat the fame time defirous, nci- 
‘ther to give any juft Alarm to other Nations, nor to 
* fabject himfelf ‘to any unprovoked Infults. 

‘In this View, and to the End that his Majefty’s En- 
‘deavours, in Conjunction with his Allies, for procuring 
‘an Accommodation, may in due Time have the defired 
‘Etect; and that his Majefty may be ina Condition to 
‘make good fuch Engagements, as Honour, Joftice and 

* Prudence 
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© Prudence may call upon him to fulfil or contra, and 
‘ that his Kingdoms may not be left expofed to any defpe- 
* rate Attempts during fuch Time, as it may be impoffible 
‘ for his Mayeity to have the immediate Advice and Af. 
“ fiftance of his great Council, upon any Emergency ari- 


‘ fing from the prefent Pofture of Affairs ot Eurepe, 
* which may nearly concern the Intereft and Safety of thefe 
‘ Kingdoms: His Majefty hopes that he fhall be enabled 
4 


and fupported by his Parliament, in making fuch further 
Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as 
« may be abfolutely neceffary for the Honour and Defence 
‘ of his Kingdoms, and in concerting fuch Meafures as 
‘the Exigency of Affairs may require. Whatever Ex- 
« pence fhall be thereby occafioned, fhall be made in as 
‘ frugal a Manner as is poflible; and an Account there- 
of ihall be laid before the next Parliament,’ 

Then Mr. Ch or of the E r ftood up and 
moved, that the Meflage fhould be taken into Confidera- 
tion next Day. 


e 


o 








Upon which /F. m Sh en, 
Mr. Sh en’s Efg; fteod up, and fpoke to the Effect 
Speech. asiollows, viz. * When reflect, Sir, 
‘ upon what happened in this Houte 
‘ the very firft Day ot this Seffion, Lam a good deal fur- 
* prifed ata Metizge of this Nature, and the more, that 
¢ it is now brought in upon us the very End of a Sefiion, 
‘and that Seffion, I fuppofe, the laft of a long Parlia- 
« ment. I remember that I, as well as fome other 
‘ Gentlemen, took Exception at fome Words propofed 
¢ to be in our Addrefs, in Anfwer to his Mayjeity's Speech 
‘ from the Throne at the Opening of this Sedlion, hecaufe 
« they feemed to bear fomething like a Promife of a Vote 
¢ of Credit ; upoa which Cccafion the Honourable Geuntie- 
man who has made you this Motion, and his Friends, 
¢ pretended to be greatly aftonifhed at our Sagacity, and 
¢ feemed, as I then: th ght, to give us Affurances that 
* nothing of that Kind fhould be asked for in this Seffion ot 
¢ Parliament. 
{ mutt coniefs, Sir, I had fome fort of Dependance ufs 











+ 1. . 4 1 r 4 ant 
‘ on what they fud, but as they were only the Words an¢ 
‘ - if . " wv } ey, . aoe - S on r +h ‘ ~} > && j 4 reT any 
; Nies Ol iniiters Of Stare, in which I had never 20) 
.* ‘ . lie 
* great Raith, [ begin nowto be afhamed even of that litte 


} } hut? 


‘ Conficence I put in them. I do not know indeed 5Y 
‘that they may now find an Excufe for their Breach © 
¢ }romis 
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sé 
d ‘Promife in this Refpect; for I muft grant that what they 
.. ‘now ask for is not properly a Vote of Credit, it is an 
le ‘abfolute furrender of all we have in the World. This, 
d “indeed, is laying the Ax to the Root of the ‘Tree, and 
j- ‘may prevent our being ever troubled with any Demands 
t, ‘for the future: But as this is an Affair of the greateit 
fe ‘“Confequence to the whole Nation, as well as to the 
d ‘Gentlemen now in this Houfe, I hope fome longer Time 
Y ‘will be given to Gentlemen to confider of fuch an extra- 
i$ ‘ordinary Demand, before they be obliged to determine 
e ‘what they are to do; for if they once agree to fuch 2 
s ‘Grant, it rhay be generoufly es voluntarily reftored, 
\ ‘but it will never be in their Power to refume it. 
s ‘ When wecome to take the Mefiage into our Confider - 
‘e ‘ation, I do not doubt, Sir, but the Hon. Gentleman who 
“brought it us will not only give us the Reafoas, why it 
d ‘became neceflary for his Majeity to fend us-fuch a Mef- 
- ‘fage, but will likewife tell us, why it was fo long of be- 
= ‘ing fent, and therefore I fhall not till then fo much fuf- 
\ ‘pect his Candour, as to think that their was any unfair 
t ‘ Defign in delaying it till fo many Gentlemen are gone to 


‘the Country; but as it has been fo long delayed, I hope 
: fome few Days will be granted before we take it into 
; Confideration, that. fome- of thofe Gentlemen, at leatt, 


o 


oa 


t ‘who are gone into the Country, may have [ime to re- 
: ‘turn: I fhail not pretend to name any Day ; but if the 
, ‘Hon. Gentleman will be fo good as to withdraw his Mo- 
; ‘ tion, I doubt not of fome other Gentleman’s rifing up to 


propofe fome more diftant Day.’ 

‘Mr, Ch or of the E———r. 

Ihave not forgot, Sir, what pafied in Sir Rot W—le’s 
this Houfe the firtt Day of the Seffi- Speech. 

on: I remember that fome Gentlemen 

did then take Exceptions to fome Expreffions in the Ad- 


~~? = 
- 





al '‘? 
- 


- 


, 
l © drefs propofed, as it a Promife of a Vote of Credit was 
c f ‘Couched under thefe Expreffions : And upon that Occaft- 
[ ‘On I might for One take the Liberty to affure the Houfe, 
‘that no fuch Ufe fhould be made, or was intended to 
° ‘be made, of any Exprefhon then propojed to be put into 
‘our Addrefs. “his, 1 remember, was what I faid, and 
4 faid no more : Nor can I believe that any more was laid 
‘by any Gentleman in this Houfe; for asthe Necefiiry of 
t ' demanding Votes of Credit depend upon future Events, if 
| Ould haye“beem ridiculous for any Grenticman to have 
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pretended to have promifed that no fuch Thing fhould be 
defired. 
« Astothe Meffage itfelf, it is not now proper to enter 
into the Merits of of it, or into the Caufes which haye 
produced it ; but in all the Time I have had the Honour 
to fit in Parliament, I remember no Inftance where 4 
Meifage figned by the King has not been next Day taken 
into Confidetation: This is a Refpect which has been 
always paid tothe Crown, and I am fure his prefent Ma. 
jefty has never done any Thing to Merit lefs Refpect be- 
ing paid by the Parliament to him, than what has been 
paid to all his Predeceffors: Iam periuaded, when we 
come to enter into the Merits of the Meffage, there can be 
no Reafon found for making a Diftinétion between this and 
former Meffages of the like Nature ; and the Necefiity 
of fending it at this Conjuncture will be made fully ap- 
pear; therefore, as I have already moved, I hope the 
Houfe will take it into Confideration ‘To-morrow Morn- 
ing.” 

7 Sir V——m W—m. * Umut 


Sir W——m W——m’s * own, Sir, my Surpri is as 
Speech. ‘ great as my worthy Friend’s, 





¢ that a Meffage of this Nature 

fhould be fent to this Houfe fo near the Clofe of this 

Seflion ; for whatever Promifes were or were not made 

the firit Day of the Seffion, I am very fure that moft 

Gentlemen expected that every Thing of Confequence had 

been over long’ before this Time, and upon this general 
i refumption, a great many Gentlemen who have not the 

Honour to be led into Minifterial Secrets, are gone into 
the Country, it being at prefent more neceffary, perhaps, 
than ufual, for fuch Gentlemen to'return to their re- 
{pective Countries, in order to prevent their being bought 
and jobbed out of that natural Intereit by which only 
they can expect to enjoy the Honour of reprefenting their 
Country in Parliament:~ But however neceffary their 
Prefence there may be at this Time, yet if Time be al- 
lowed them, I doubt not but moft of them will think it 
their Duty to return to the Service of their Country ia 
this Houfe, whenthey hear that a Matter of fo very great 
Importance is to come before us: It is, I think, Sir, 3 
Matter of the higheft Importance: It is, as my worthy 
Friend called jt, an abfolute Surrender of ovr All ; 2 
Surrender of the Rights, and a delegating the Power 
* of 
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«of Parliament to the Crown: Th's abfolute Power, ’t!S 
“ true, is now demanded buttill next Seffion of Parliament 5 
‘ but if it were not for the great Confidence I repofe in 
‘his prefent Majefty, I fhould be much afraid the next 
‘ Seflion would never be allowed to meet, unlefs upon the 
‘ new Election the Majority of the Members fhould appear 
‘to be fuch as would be ready to confirm or to renew that 
‘ Surrender, 
‘ The Hon. Gentleman on the Floor has told us, that 
it has always been ufual to fhew fo much Refpect to the 
Crown, as to take fuch Meflages as the prefent into our 
Confideration the very next Day, and that he remembers 
no Initance to the contrary : ’ lis true, Sir, fince I have 
fate in Parliament, I remember many, but too many, 
Meflages fomething of this Nature; and I believe they 
have always been taken into Confideration the next Day ; 
but that did not proceed fo much from the Refpect we 
owe to the Crown, as from the Caufe of fending the 
Meffage : There never was a Meffage of this Kind fent 
from the Crown, but when the Nation was threatened 
with fome fuch Thing as an immediate Invafion or Infur- 
rection, which in the Body of the Meffage was exprefled 
to be the Reafon or Caufe of fending fuch a Meflage ; 
and as in fuch Cafes the near Approach of the Danger 
required the immediate concerting of proper Meafures to 
Prevent it, we may fuppofe that this was the chief Rea- 
fon of their being fo immediately taken into Confidera- 
tion by this Houfe : But as we are generally apt to im- 
Prove upon bad Precedents, Iwill be bold to fay, there 
never was fuch a Meiiage fent to Parliament as the 
prefent, either with Refpeé to its Nature, to the Rea- 
fon of fending it, or to the Time of its being fent. By 
no Meffage that was ever fent to Parliament, was there an 
abfolute and an unlimited Power demanded by the Crown, 
which to every Gentleman muft appear, at firft Sight, 
t0be the Demand now. made upon us: There was ne- 
ver fuch a Meflage fent to Parliament but what informed 
us Of fome immediate Danger impending, and juft ready 
to fall upon the Nation; by the prefent Meflage-we are 
‘told of no fach Thiag, nor do I believe that any fuch 
Thing can be -pretened-: And I remember no Initance 
a a Meffage any way refeabling this, that ever was 
fent to this Honfe the very End oj a Sefliou, and that: 
Seffon the lait cf a Parliament, 
M m 2 eS 
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* Icannot indeed, Sir, form to myfelf a Reafon why any 
fuch Metiage fhould haye been at all fent, and much 
lefs can I form a Reafon why it fhould have been feat at 
fuch a remarkable Time, and therefore I mouft think 
that Gentlemen will certainly expect to be informed by 
thofe who are able to inform them, what Neceflity. there 
was for this Meflage, and from what fudden and, till now, 
unforefeen Change in our Affairs, the fendingof fuch a 
Meflage has now become more neceflary, than it was at 
any Time during the former Part of the Seffion: But 
whatever may be told us as to this Particular, confider- 
ing that almoft one half of the Houfe are, for Reafons 
we all know, retired to the Country, in Decency, I think, 
and out of Regard to our own Proceedings, as well as 
out of Refpeétto the Crown, whatever, is to be done in 
Confequence of this Meflage, ought to be done in a full 
Houfe, Whether you fhould order a Call, or which may 
be a shorter and a more effectual Method, direct Letters 
to the Sheriffs, I fhall leave to Gentlemen to determine ; 
but one of the two ought certainly to be done, unlefs the 
Hon. Gentlemen who brought us the Meflage will raife 
up and inform us of fome imminent Danger weare now 
threatened with; and, even in that Cafe, I think fome 
few Days ought to be allowed, that thofe Gentlemen, at 
leaft, who are at no great Diftance may have Time to 
come up, and attend the Service of the Houfe upon this 
important Occafion, otherwife it will look like ftealing 
a Refolution of the Houfe when Gentlemen’s Backs are 
turned, which I am fure can teftify no great Refpect to 
the Crown, 


“ Sir, if we are really threatened with any immediate 


* Danger, I thall propofe the taking ofthis Meffage into 


our Confideration on Monday or Tue/day next, and I am 
lure, let the Neceffity be never fo preffing, let the Dan- 
ger be never fo great, fo fhert a Delay can be attended 
with no great Inconvenience, an@ whatever Refolution 
you may come to, it willcarry the greater Weight, and 


will be the more effectual for obviating any impending 
Danger,’ 


Sr W——m 7. ge. * I re 





Sir W--m Y--ge’s_ « member, Sir, no Promifes or Affi- 
Speech. “rances given the firft Day of the 


‘ Seffion, other then thofe which the’ 
« Hon, 
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Hon. Gentleman by» me has fullyoand rightly {tated to 
ou; and as no Gentleman has drawn, or, I believe, will 


‘ draw any Argument in Favour of the prefent Queition, 
‘ from any Words or Expreffions inthe Addrefs then a- 


‘ 
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greed to, I do not think that either the Promifes then 


made, or the Affurances then given, can-have‘any Relation 
to the prefent Debate: But Gentleman are very apt, F 


* find, to wander from the Affair in Hand, and in particular 


the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, has entered.a.good 
deal into the Merits of the Queftion, which I cannoe 
think either prover or neceflary at prefent; for-in m 
Opinion, all that.is now before us,is, Whether we fhould 
take the Meflage into our Confideration ‘’o-morrow, or 
put it off for a longer Day; and therelore [ fhall confine 
myfelf entirely to this, without anticipating your future 
Dehate with relation to the Meflage itfelt. 

‘ As tothe Queftion now before us, the Hon. Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft owns, that -he knows of no Meffage 
trom the Crownthat was ever fent to Parliament, but what 
was next Day taken into:Confideration; and by this, E 
really think, he feems to give up the Queftion ; but then 
he has endeavoured to makea Dittinction between this 
Meffage and thofe formerly fent by the Crown to Par- 
liament: Whether any fuch Diftinction can be made or 
Not, is, in my Opinion, a Queftion that cannot be refolved 
till we come to take the Meflage into our Confideration, 
and then, I believe, every Gentleman: in this Houfe will 
fee that there is no material Difference between this and 
lormer Meffages of the like Nature. | 
‘As tothe Time of fending this Meffage, it is certain 
that the Crown never does fend fuch Metiages but when 
fome Exigency of Affairs ina Manner forces them to do 
fo: It is always the Neceffities of State that obliges the 
Crown to ask for any extraordinary Powers froin Par- 
liament, and whether the Neceflity for asking for fuch 
Power falls out early or latein a Seffion, or in the firft or 
lait Seffion of a Parliament, feems not material: It is by 
the Neceffity there is for granting fuch Powers, that Gen- 
tlemen are to be induced to grant the Powers demande’, 
and not by any Confideration as to the Time of making 
the Demand. And as it cannot appear to us, whether the 


‘Neceffity for granting what is now asked for be urgent 


OF not, till we have taken the Meffage into Confideration, 


45 If cannot till thea appear whether the thortelt pect 
may 
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* may not be attended with great Inconveniences, there. 
* fore the fooner it is taken into Confideration the better ; 
¢ for which Reafon I muft think that the Motion made 
by the Hon. Gentleman near me for taking it ‘into 
Confideration To-morrow Morning, is a proper and a 
right Motion: And whoever has a Mind to thew 
us the contrary, will, I hope, confine himfelf to that 
only, without entering into the Merits of the Que- 
* ftion.’ 


rR A. FA 





Sir f——a B d. «The Hon. 
Sir J—~n B——d’s « Gentleman who fpoke laft has been 
Speech. ‘ pleafed, Sir, to find Fault with my 


‘ worthy Friend by me, for entering, 
as he called it, into the Merits of the Queition ; but 
that Gentleman ought to confider, that there is a very 
great Difference between fpeaking to the Nature of a 

ueftion, and entering into the Merits of it. My wor- 
thy Friend {poke indeed as to the Nature of the Meffage 
now before us, and I would glacly know from the Hon. 
Gentleman over the Way, or any other, how it is pof- 
fible to fpeak to the prefent Queftion, as to the Neceflity 
of its being taken into Confideration To-morrow, with: 
out explaining a little the Nature of what is to be taken 
into Confideration ; but no Gentleman has as yet entered 
into the Merits of the Meffage, which I take to be, 
Whether it ought to be complied :with or not? 
* I hope neither the Hon. Gentleman, nor any Other 
Gentleman, will lay it down as an infallible and: unalter- 
able Rule, that this Houfe is to take every Meflage im- 
mediately into their Confideration that may be here- 
after brought from the Crown; and if we have any Li- 
berty in this Refpect, furely we muft- examine 2 little 
into the Nature of the Meflage fent us, in order to de- 
termine, whether we are immediately to take the Mef- 
fage into our Confideration, or defer it to a longer Day- 
If upon the Face of the Meffage -it had appeared, if hus 
Majefty had thereby. fo much as infinuated, that the 
Nation had been in any immediate Danger, I fhould 
have readily agreed: to the Motion now made to US; 
but as no fuch Thing is infinuated, nor can, I believe, 
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our-entering fo immediately into the Confideration 
ee of fo greatiImportance ; it may perhaps be 
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aft Queftion that canever be taken into onate® 
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be fuppofed, I cannot think. there is any. Neceflity for. 
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‘tion by a legal and free Parliament of Great Brigzin ; 
‘ and therefore, I think, it is extremely reafonable to give 
«a few Days to thofe Gentlemen who are here to coniider. 
‘of it, and that thofe who are abfent, at leait fuch of them. 
‘ as are near the Town, may have time to return.’ 








The L——d C ne {poke next againft the next. 
Motion ; and then, | 





W—r Pj- Tr, Efq; ‘Sir, I 
 fhall always be as ready asany Gen- Mr. Pi r’s 
‘tleman in this Houfe, to concur on. Speech, 7 
“all Occafions in ftrengthening the ’ 
‘ Hands of the Crown in a proper Manner, and when it 
‘ hall appear neceffary ; but as the Powers now demanded 
“are of a moft extraordinary Nature, as the granting of; 
‘ them will certainly be a giving up, in a great Meafure, 
‘ the Power of Parliament for a Time ; if weare to make 
“fuch a Grant, I think it ought not to be precipitantly 
‘made. It ought to be done with the greateft Caution, 
“and in as full a Houfe, as.can poffibly be had. 

*Astothe Refpect we ought to thew to the Crown, 
‘it has nothing to do with the prefent Queftion : Our 
‘ Refpe& to the Crown, Sir, has nothing to do with this 
‘ Meifage, or any Meffage that can come from the Crown ; 
‘for tho’ they bear the King’s Name, yet, when we come 
‘to confider them in this Houfe, we are to look upon 
‘them as coming from ‘the Minifters, and we may treat 
‘them in fuch a Manner as we think ney § deferve, with- 
‘ out incroaching in the leaft upon that e{fpect we. owe, 
‘tothe Crown, Are we to be told, that, out of Re- 
‘ fect to the Crown, we muft always take fuch Meffages 
‘immediately into our Confideration? Sir, if this Doc- 
‘trine fhould prevail, we fhall next be told, that, out of , 
‘Refped to the Crown, we ought always to comply with 
‘fuch Meffages; and then it will be in the } ower of the 
‘ Minifters to adyife the Crown to fend fuch Mefages, as 
may be yery difhonourable for the Parliament to comply 
with, nay, inconfiftent with the real Intereft oi the 
Crowa, however neceflary they may be for the Purpofes 

ofthe Minifters at the Time. 

a By the Law of England, Sir, we know, that whena 
, Man isadying and about to make his Will, if any real 
Mite is thereby to be devifed, the Will muft be made 

‘ before 
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‘before three Witnefles, which is a greater Number thay - 
‘-is neceffary upon ‘any other Occafion: We are, Sir, q 
‘dying Parliament, and the Crown now defires we fhould 
¢-make-our Will, and leave them by Way of Legacy all 
« we have done in the World: If we are to do fo, I think 
¢ we ought to call, at leaft as many Witneffes, as are ufual 
‘-upon moft other Occafions; and therefore we ought to 
¢ delay the Confideration of this Meffage, till the abfent 
¢ Members haye Iime to return, 


he Queftion, for taking the next Meffage next Day 
into Con{fideration, was then put, ands; upon a Divifion, 
was carried in the Affirmative; by 211r to i2r. 


Next Day the faid Meflage was accordingly taken into 
Confideration, when . 





Mr. C r of the E——r ftood 

Sir R—t W—lIe’s up, and fpoke to the Effect, as fol- 
Speech and Mo- \ows, vere. ¢ As Thad the Honour, 
tion. ‘ Sir, to bring his Majefty’s moft 
‘ cracious Metiage to this Houle, 

‘and likewife to move for your taking it this Day under 
“your Confideration, I think it incumbent on me to 
‘offer what I judge to be proper, advifeable, and even 
‘tbecomuig this Houfe to do upon it. The Manner, 
*Sir, in which his Mayjeity’s Speech at the Opening ol 
« the Sffion was conceived, the Difference that was ob- 
‘ fervable in it from former Speeches, the Notice there- 
‘by given by his Majefty to Parliament: of the Situation 
‘of Affairs abroad, mut have made every Gentlemaa 
‘who heard it expect, that fomething of this Nature 
‘might pofli:ly come before you fome Time this Sef- 
‘-fion. His Majeity in that Speech told us, that the 
© War which had begun in Europe ftill continued ; and 
‘ tho’ his Majefty then declared that he had no Part, eX- 
© ‘cept by his g »od Offices, in thofe Tranfactions, which 
‘ had been declired to be the principal Caufes and Mo- 
‘ tives of the War, yet, I believe, there was not a Gei- 
‘tleman in the Houfe but fuppofed, that his Maretty 
‘ might poih' ly be obiiged to take a Share in the War, 
‘ynorder to 


prevent too much Power’s being throws 
* into one Scale, whereby the Bali 


| al 


lance of Power in Ee 
‘ rope woulj be overturned, and confequently ¢ver) 


© Gentleman 
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‘Gentleman muft have expected fuch a Meffage as 
‘this, in cafe the Tranquillity of Europe could not by 
‘ Way of Negotiation be reftored before the End of this 
‘ Seffion. 

‘When Gentlemen expect, Sir, to hear Reafons 
‘given why this Meflage comes now, and was not 
‘brought fooner, anc feem to infinuate, as if this muft 
‘proceed from fome fudden and unforefeen Charge in 
‘ Affairs, all Ican anfwer is, that we are now in the 
‘fame Situation we were in the Opening of the Sef- 
‘fion, fome little Variation may perhaps have happea- 
‘ed, but our Circumftances are in general the fame, 
‘and their remaining fo is, in my poor Opinion, a ful- 
‘ficient Reafon for his Majefty’s making this Applica - 
‘tion to his Parliament, and or our coming to fuch a 
*Refolution as I fhall by and by have the Honour to 
‘move to you. If any extraordinary Change had hap. 
‘pened in the Affairs of Europe, or with refpect to 
‘our own particular Circumftances, during the Continu- 
‘ance of the Seffion, his Majefty could immediately, 
‘and without any Delay, have applied to his Parliament 
‘for what was proper to be done upon fuch an Occa- 
* fion ; but as the War ftill continues, no Man can pre- 
‘tend to forefee what Changes may foon happen, or how 
‘foon his Majefty, in Conjunétion with his Allies, may 
‘ be obliged to give Affiftance where the Interett of this 
‘Nation, and the Prefervation of the Liberties of Fy- 
‘ rope may call immediately for it; and as this Seffion of 
© Parliament is drawing towards a Clofe, as this Parlia- 
‘ment may probably be foon diffolved, his Majefty will 
‘notthen have the Opportunity of applying immediately 
‘tohis Parliament for what may appear to be neceflary 
‘for the Defence of the Nation, in cafe any Change 
‘fhould happen during the Interval of Parliament, 
‘which makes it abfolutely neceffary to furnifh his M jjefty 
‘with fuch Powers as are now asked for, before this 
‘ Seffion breaks up; and the furnifhing him now with 
‘fuch a Power, cannot be in the leaft be more inconvenient 
‘for the Nation than it would have been at the Beginuirg 
‘ ot the Seffion. 
_.. Ever fince the Beginning of this Seffion, his Majetty, 

in Conjunction with other Powers, has been endeavour- 
‘ Ing by Negotiation to reconcile the jarring Interefts of 
‘the feveral Powers now at War, and to reftore the 
Na Tran- 
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Tranguillity of Europe ; if thefe Negotiations had fuc. 
ceeded, there would have been no Occalion for this Mef. 
fage, there would have been no Occation for puttin 

this Nation to any additional Expence ; and tho’ thefe 
Negotiations have not yet had the detired Effect, yet his 
Majefty’s Propofals are not altogether rejected, which 
makes it ftill unneceffary to put the Nation to any im- 


mediate Expence: This fhews his Majefty’s tender Care 
for his People, as well as the Wifdom and Integrity of 
‘» he 


thofe he is pleafed to advife with upon fuch Occafions : 
It thews how unwilling he is to put the Nation to any 
extraordinary Expence, as leng as it can poflibly be 
avoided ; but the great Concern his Majefty has for the 
Peace and Quiet of his People, and the Sassrcaie in 
which the Affairs of Europe ftill continues, lays his Ma- 
jefly now under a Neccflity of thus defiring his Parlia. 


¥ 


ment to ftreagthen his Hands in fuch a Manner, as that 
“he may be able to provide againft any the moft diftant 
* Dangers, with which this Nation may happea to be 
‘ threatened, after the End of this, and before the Meet- 
‘ ing of anew Parliament. 

‘If Gentlemen will but confider the prefent Circum- 
© ftances of Exrcpe in general, and of that Nation, in 
‘ particular, from the Situation of whofe Country we 
* muft always have moft to fear, I believe the Necefiity 
© of the Motion Iam to make will pretty evidently ap- 
‘ pear. France has now a large Fleet afiembled in one 
‘ of thofe Ports which lies neareft to this Ifland: The 
€ Ships are all fitted out, and almoft ready to put 
‘Sea ; and there are, as we are told, feveral thoufand 
“ Men ready to be fhipt on Board that Fleet. I believe; 
‘ Sir, there is nothing defigned againft us ; but when we 
‘ know that a large Squadron of French Men of War, 
« with an Army of fix or eight thonfand Veteran Troop: 
‘isto pafs through the Britj Channel, I fhould think 
‘ one in the Station in which I have the Honour fo u- 
‘ worthily to ferve the Crown, did his Duty but ver} 
“ill, if upon fuch an Occafion he did not advife the tak- 
“ ing of all neceffary Care, for putting the Nation in a pro- 

‘ T repeat it again, Sir, I do fincerely believe that the 
* Nation is ia Safety, but I do not defire that the Safety 
‘ of the Nation fhould entirely depend upon my Bell 
6 I haye. I think POX qd i eo fon 9 believe, that the Fren: y) 
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* Squadron is defigned elfewhere ; but if from new Coun- 
‘fels, from any Jealoufy groundlefly conceived, or any 
fydden Change in their Meafures, that Squadron fhould 
come this Way, I muft fay, that in our prefent Situa- 
‘ tion I do not know what the Confequence might be; and 
therefore I muft think, that thofe who have the Honour 
‘to advife the King, have done their Duty in adviling him 
‘to make this Application to Parliament. Tho’ we are 
‘not yet engaged in the War, tho’ no Power in Europe 
has yet openly declared againft us, yet the prefent Circum- 
‘ ftances of Europe are fuch, the prefent Circumftances of 
this Nation are fuch, that, [I believe, I might leave the 
Queftion to reft wholly upon them ; and I am convinced 
that no Gentleman, who confiders them impartially, can 
‘refufe agreeing to what his Majefty has, by his moft 
gracious Meilage, defired. 
‘ His Majefty is not willing to alarm any foreign Power, 
by making an unneceffary Augmentation of his Forces 
‘either by Sea or Land; but he defires to have a Power 
at leaft of providing againft any unprovoked Infults: He 
is refolyed not to put the Nation to any unneceffary Ex- 
“pence; but he defires not todifoblige his Allies, he defires 
not to give them a mean Opinion of this Nation, by 
our not putting ourfelves in fuch a Condition as 
“to be able to perform all our Engagements to them. 
‘This is all the Power his Majefty asks for, and this 
‘Power, we may depend on it, will not be wantonly 
‘ufed, or ufed at all, unlefs the Neceffity of our A ffairs 
require it: From the whole of his Majefty’s paft Conduct, 
irom the Condué& of thofe who have the Honour to ad- 
‘vife him, we may expect that a Backwardnefs rather 
‘than a Forwardnefs will be fhewed in putting the Na- 
"ton to any Expence, or engaging it in any unnecedia- 
‘ry Broils. 

‘His Majefty, Sir, defires only a Power of providing 
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this Aifurance, that every ‘Thing that fhall he done In 
* Purfuance of that Power, fhall be laid before next Par- 


‘liament for their Apnprobation: to them he promifes, 


‘that a fall Account thall be rendered of the’ Temporary 

Prot repofed in the Crown. What Danger then can 
tranting the Power now asked for? Can it 
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, be prefumed, that any Minifter will dare to make, or 
advile his Mayjeity to make a bad Ufe of it, when fo 
ftricét an Account muft be rendered to next Parliament of 
, every Ufe that fhall be made of it; yet this is what 
Gentlemen have been pleafed to call a furrendering the 
Rights, a delegating the Power of Parliament to the 
, Ctown, and a laying the Ax to the Root of the Tree: 
‘They have likewife been pleafed to infipuate, as if it 
were the Servants of the Crown that defired to have more 
Power granted to them. Sir, as I am one of the Ser- 
vants of the Crown, I can anfwer myfelf, that I defire 
no Power; I know the Danger too well of making ufe 
of any Power but that which has the Sanction of Parli- 
ament ; and where-ever I am entrufted with any fuch 
Power, I thall always be ready to account to Parliament 
for the Ufe I make of it. 
* ‘Tis true, Sir, the Powers now asked for may occa fion 
a further Exp-nce tothis Nation; but whatever Expence 
may, in Purfuance of fuch Powers, be incurred, does 
not his Majefty, in the Meffage now before us, promife 
that it fhall be fully and particularly accounted for to next 
Parliament; and if any , art of that Expence fhall ap- 
pear to have been unneceffarily incurred may not we ¢x- 
pect that the next Parliament will feverely punith thole 
who have been the Authors of fuch unneceflary Expence. 
There is nothiag contained inthe Meifage which can i 
the leaft tend to excufe thofe who fhall dare to give fuch 
wicked Counfel to his Majefty ; and in the Motion I am 
to make, I fhall endeavour to exprefs myfelf in fucha 
Manner as to obviate any Objection that can be made up- 
on that Account. His Majefty defires only a Power to 
‘ make fuch further Augmentation of his Forces, either 
by Sea or Land, as may be abfolutety neceffary for the 
Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms, and to concert 
fuch Meafures as the Exigency of Affairs may require 
and when we fee his Majefty expreffing himfelf fo cau- 
tioufly in the Meffage he has been pleafed to fend us, 
can we fuppofe that any Minifter will be hardy enough 
to advife him, or that he will allow bimfelf to be advi- 
ied to put the Nation to any Expence that fhall not 
plainly appear to be abfolutely neceflary ? . 
* Now, Sir, let us fee whether the Meffage now belore 
us, or the Powers that are thereby demanded, ar¢ fo 


extraordinary or fo unprecedented as fome Gentlemen 
« have 
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have been pleafed to reprefent ? Tho’ Iam no great Ma- 
fer of Precedents; tho’ I never look into them but 
whea I have immediate Occafion for them, yet I have 
ot three or four in my Hand which I take to be exactly 
parallel to the Cafe now before us. In 1702, her late 
Majefty Queen Anne fent a Meffage to this Houfe, ac- 
quainting them with the then Situation of Affairs Abroad ; 
and upon that Meffage this Houfe, by an Addrefs, gave 
her Majefty the fame fort of Powers as are now asked 
for. In 1715, his late Majefty fent a M ffage to this 
Houfe, acquainting them with the Danger the Nation 
was in from Infurrections at home, and likewife from in- 
tended Invafions from abroad, in favour of the Pre- 
tender; and the fame very Powers now asked for, 
were granted by an Addrefs ot this Houfe to his late Ma- 
jefty. In 1718, during theSpanifs War, that Power was 
again renewed to his late Majefty; and in1725, the fame 
Powers Were again given to the Crown both in the fame 
Method; and therefore it cannot be faid that what is 
how propofed is either new or unprecedented. It 1s 
what has often been practifed, and what muift always 
be practifed, when the Nation happens to be threatened 

with any Danger. 
‘Tam afraid, Sir, I have already taken up too much of 
your Time, and therefore I fhall now add no more; but 
if any material Objections be made to what I am to pro- 
pofe, I hope that the Houfe will again indulge me to 
make fuch Anfwers to them as I may then think of, or 
that fome other Gentleman, who may perhaps be o; the 
fame Opinion with me, and better able to anfwer fuch 
Objections than Iam, will rife up and doit: Therefore 
I fhall only beg Leave to make you the following Motion. 
* That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majetty, 
to declare the Duty and Fidelity of this Houfe to his Me- 
jefty, and the entire Confidence which they repofe in his 
Royal Care and Endeavours for the Security of his King- 
doms, and for reftoring the Peace of Eurcpe, to exprefs 
the juft Senfe they have of his Majefty’s Attention to the 
true Intereit of his People, in previoufly taking the Ad- 
vice and Concurrence of this Houte at this critical Junc- 
ture, in order to make the neceffary Preparations. againft 
any Emergencies arifiag from the prefent Pofture of Af- 
fairs in Europe, efpecially during the Interval of Parlia- 
ment; to defire his Majeity to make fuch Avgmrnieee 
‘oO 
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¢ of his Forces, by Sea or Land, as his Majefty in his 
< great Wifdom fhall judge neceflary, and to concert fuch 
« Meafures as the Exigency of Affairs fhall require: Thi 
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Houfe not doubting but ‘that his Maysefty wi ill find, thar 
« his faithtul Commons will at all Times, when the Ac. 
“ counts fhall be laid before them, of the extraordinary Ex. 


¢ pences incu “ue by his Maj efty, for the Honour, Intereft 
« and Deience of his Kingd joms, effectually to enable his 
¢ Majeity to anfwer and make good the fame.’ 
ji - m § m Efg; «1 am 
Mr. Sommmeneeti’s5 § glad to find, Sir, that the Hon 
Speech. ‘ Gentleman has now diicovered a 
‘lh age ing in his Majefty’s Speech at 
the Opening of this Sefi: gt he could not, it feems 
‘ difcover the firft Day of pied Seffion: He was, or pre- 
“ tended, at leaft, to be fo far from ap tate at that 
« Time any fuch Meaning in his Majefty’s Speech as he has 
‘ now fhewn to us, that he feemed very much h furpr ed 
‘ that any Gentleman fhould have the leaft Appre enfic 
“of fuch a Meaning. I, as well as fevecal Gentlemen 
“ round me, remember well the Gentlemen’s very Wofd 
“© upon that Occafion; I remember when I intimated then 
© toithe Houfe my Fears, that fome fuch hie, as a Vote ol 
« Credit was intended, he faid, he believ’d that no Man alive 
© but myfelf coulddream of any fuch Thing : but now we are 
* told, that from his Majeity’ ; Manner of exprefiing him- 
felf upon that Occafion, every Gentleman in — Houfe 
« muft have expected a Demand of fuch a Na as what 
‘is now before us: I did indeed, from what hie je M: afl 
« faid, expect a Demand for a Vote of Credit ; but I littie 
‘ expected that that Demand would have been attended 
* with fuch other extraordinary Demands as are co ned 
‘ inthe Meflage now under Confideration 
* As no fufficient Time has been given, 
© men to confider 0, this extracrdinar y Demand from the | 
© Crown, asno Information has been given us b; - the Hon. 
tt, | irom whom, I believe, every 
Gentleman in this Houfe expected a full Infor mation, 
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tirely new, and very pa Maa As I faid before, 
it is a Demand for a total Surrender of,all the Rights of 
Parliament ; for we are now, it feems, to give the King 
a Power of raifing what t Mo: ney yh e pleafes ; wejare to give 
him a Power.o. raiiing what Miltary Force he pleafes 
without Confent of | Parhiam cals Are not thefe the two 
Rights upon which all the other Rights of Parliament 
depend? Is nc xt the Controul we have over thefe = two the 
only Handle by which we can or dare vindicate any other 
Right that bel angs to us? And after the Surrender cal 
fe two, can it be faid that: we have any Right, or 


tne} 

at leaft that we dare claim any Right but fuch as the 
Crowa fhall vouchfaie irom J me to Time to allow us. 
¢ The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, by Way af Introduction 


his Motion, was pleated to fay a great deal in Ju- 
ation of the Meflage, and of the Powers thereby 

demanded ; but I think the Subftance of what he faid 
may be reader aa tothefe three Heads, That it is ne- 
yf grant thofe Powers, That the granting 

of fuch is neither new nor unprece’eated, and That they 
may with falety mn carer to the Crown: Every one of 
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which Propofiti I muft deny, and I think I have 
} = r ee rym: ae Sei - a 
Good Reafon for fo doing Lhe Gentleman indee 
+ > a PX oer : 
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Caie, that, I think, he has rather fhewn the con- 
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Whether the Powers now asked for be unprecedent- 
‘ed or not, it is certain, Sir, they are extraordinary, 
‘and therefore ought never to be granted but when the 
‘Nation is in imminent Danger, or in Cafes of the ut- 
moft Extremity ; and for this Reafon I did e: cpect we 
were to have been told this Day that the Nation was 
immediately to be invaded by fome foreign Power, or 


that fome dangerous Plot had been difcovered ; and I 
expected thie the more, becaufe the fhort Time that 
‘ Was asked for taking this Affair into our confideration 


retufed. However, now I find it is quite other- 
wife, the Gentleman himf ifelf fays, he believes the Na- 
o be ~y Sefeary. ut does not defire its Safety 
| depend upon h s Be ief. In this, Sir, lagree with 
I really do not defire, that the Safety of the Na- 
tioa 
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tion fhould depend upon his Belief; and I believe it 
would be happy for us if it did not depend upon his 
Adminiftration, ‘Tho’ at firft he feemed willing to terrify 
us with the Freach Squadron, yet at laft he told us 
he believed it was defigned elfewhere ; but new Coun. 
fels, groundlefs Jealoufies, fudden Changes, might bring 
them this Way. For God’s fake, Sir, are Gentlemen 
ferious when they talk at this Rate ? Are we to come 
into fuch extraordinary Meafures, are we to veft an 
abfolute Power in the Crown, becaufe from new Coun. 
fels, from fuddex Changes, the Nation may be in 
Danger? If this be a Neceflity for our agreeing to 
what is now propofed, will not the fame Neceffity al- 
ways prevail ? Are we not in as great Danger from 
new Counfels and fudden Changes, when our Neigh- 
bours are all at Peace, as when they are all engaged 
in a bloody War, and every one of them courting us, 
either for our Affiftance or for a Neutrality ? Nay, for 
this Reafon, I think we are now in greater Security 
than we can ever propofe to be in Time of the moit 
profound Tranquillity ; and therefore if we now agree 
to the granting of fuch Powers, and in fuch an 
extraordinary Method too, I fhall expect to fee 
them demanded trom every Seffion of Parliament 
for the future: I fhall never expect to fee them re- 
fufed. 

¢Ifiy, Sir, in fuch an extraordinary Method too ; 
for fuppofe it could be alledged that we fhould pro- 
bably be expofed to fome great Danger, in a Month or 
fix Weeks hence, which might make it neceflary to 
erant fuch Powers to the Crown ; yet that would be 
no Reafon for doing it in fuch an extraordinary Man- 
ner: We would, in fuch a Cafe, have Time to do it in 
a regular Parliamentary Way, and where-ever that can 
be done, it ought to be done. There can be no Rea- 
fon, there can be no Excufe for thus Leaping over 
all the Forms and Methods of proceeding in Parlia- 
ment ; but when the Danger is fo near at Hand that 
the providing 2gainft- it cannot admit of fuch Delay:. 
Phe Hon. Gentleman fays, our Circumftances are much 
the fame now as they were at the Beginning of the Sefli- 
on; therefore if we are nowin Danger, we were then 
in the fsme Danger: Why then were we not made 
acquainted with it at that Time? If we had, we pers 
ave 
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‘have provided againft it in a regular Manner. But 
* fuppofe that we had then done it In this irregular Man- 
‘ner, how does the Gentleman think, as he pretends, that 
‘ there is no greater Inconvenience in lodging an unlimit- 
‘ed Power in the Hands of the Crown at the Beginning 
‘ of a Seflion than at the End of it, or perhaps at the 
‘End of a Parliament? The contrary is evident ; 
‘while the Parliament continues fitting after fuch a 
‘}ower granted, they will, neverthelefs be a Check 
‘npon the Ufe of that Power; they may recall it before 
‘it be too late ; but when an expiring Seffion, much 
‘more an expiring Parliament, grants fuch a Power, 
‘it may, before the next Seffion, or the next 
‘ Parliament is allowed to meet, be extended beyond 
‘ controul. 

‘ The Hon. Gentleman told us, Sir, that there have 
‘ been Negotiations on foot ; that there are Negotiations 
‘ on foot; ’tis true they have not, he fays, yet had the de. 
© fired Succefs, but neither have they been rejected : That 
‘ his Majefty is willing to wait the Refult of thefe Ne- 
‘ gotiations, being refolved to delay putting his People 
“to any Expence, as long as it can be avoided. Upon 
* this he applauded his Majefty’s tender Care for his Sub- 
‘ jects, and took Care to aflume great Merit to himfelf 
‘in advifing this Delay. Let us fuppofe, Sir, this Par. 
‘ lament diffolved ; fuppofe thefe Negotiations actually 
« rejected ; furely we cannot fuppofe any Power in Eu- 
* rope fo mad, or fo unjuft as to attack his Majefty for 
‘endeavouring to reconcile the Differences between 
‘them and their Enemies; and it is impoffible to fup- 
‘pofe that the Affairs of Europe can, upon the rejecting 
‘ of fuch Negotiations take fuch a fudden Turn, as may 
‘ inevitably oblige his Majefty to declare of one Side or 
‘ the other, before it be poffible for the new Parliament 
“to meet: This, I fay, is impoffible to fuppofe; and 
“it is impoffible to fuppofe that any of the Powers now 
. engaged in War will attempt to invade or infult this 
* Nation, till his Majefty has openly declared againft 
‘them. The Gentleman fays, that his Majetty has all 
‘along endeavoured not to give any juft Caufe of A. 
‘larm to an foreign Power, nor to difoblige any Ally ; 
‘I am afraid if we difoblige any Power in Europe, we 
© muft difoblige an Ally: However as his Majetty has, 
* during the Seffion of bacliament, been fo cautious, it 
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is not to be doubted -but that he will continue to be as 
‘ cautious, during the Interval of Parliament: So that 
‘ upon the Wnole, I mutt think, that every Thing the 
“ honourable Gentleman faid tended to prove, that we 
are not at prefent under the leaft Neceflity of granting the 
¢ Powers demanded. 
‘ Now, Sir, give me leave to examine the Precedents 
‘ the Hon Gentleman was pleafed to mention, and which 
‘ he faid were exactly parallel to the Cafe in Hand. I do 
« not know, indeed, but from the four Cafes he mentioned 
‘ taken jointly, he may make up fome fort of Precedent 
« jor the prefent ; but lam very fure that no one of them 
« taken feparately is any way parallel to the prefent. As 
< to that in 1702, it is quite different from this, both as to 
« the manner of fending it, as to the Time of its being fent, 
¢ and as to the Powers that were either asked or given: 
« As to the Manner of fending it, it appears, that that 
‘ great and good Princefs Queen Azne, in the very Mef- 
« fage which fhe fent, acquainted the Houfe, that the had 
< commanded the feyeral Letters and Reprefentations paf- 
fed between her and the States General, upon the Sub- 
ject Matter of the Meffage, to be therewith tran{mitted 
“to the Houfe. So far was fhe from defiring her Parlia- 
ment to grant, only becaufe fhe thought fit toask, that 
on the contrary fhe laid the Whole of her foreign 
Tranfactions betore them, ,and thereby made them Judges 
of what ought to be done upon that Emergency; andl 
nuft jay, Sir, it would be no Difcredit for the beft and 
wifeit of her Succeffors to imitate her royal. Example ia 
this, as well as in moft of the other Meafures of her 
glorious Reign. 
‘ Then as to the Time of fending that Meffage, we 
Were then actually engaged in the War, and one of our 
Allies was in the moft imminent Danger of being fwal- 
lowed up by our moft inveterate Enemy; an Enemy; 
Who but a little before had put the greateit Affront upoo 
this Nation, by fetting up a Pretender, and acknow- 
ledging him in the moft publick Manner, as the only 
rightiul King of thefe Realms. It was not then {aid, 
that we or our Allies might, from new Counfels, and 
fudden Changes, be in Danger : It was faid, it was of 
only faid, but fhewn to the Houfe in the moft authentick 
Manner, that one of our Allies was aCtually then in im- 
* muncat Danger. And jurther, Sir, that Meflage aa 
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fent to the Honfe at the End of a Seffion, and after moft 
of the Members were gone to the Country ; it was fent 
inthe very middle of the Seffion, and at a Time when it 
muft be fuppofed that the Houfe was full. 

‘But as to the Powers then demanded or granted, I 
am furprifed to hear it faid, that that Cafe is parallel 
to the prefent. Sir, Her Majefty asked no Powers ; fhe 
only told, and fhewed the Houfe, what her Allies de- 
fired and prayed; but fhe did not pretend by her 
Meflage to direct the Houfe what they were to do; fhe 
did not defire them to do any Thing, but only faid, the 
doubted not but they would take fuch Meafures upon 
that Occafion, as might be moft for the Honour and 
Advantage of her Majefty, the Safety of her Kingdoms, 
and the necefflary Support of her Allies: And in Con- 
fequence of this what was done? This Houfe was 
very far trom granting to her Majefty a Power of aug- 
menting her Forces both by Sea and Iand, as much 
as fhe pleafed ; a Power of raifing and keeping up in 
this Nation as numerous an Army as fhe pleafed; a 
Power of runnine this Nation in Debt as much as the 
pleafed ; a Power of entering into, and concluding what- 
ever Negotiations or Treaties fhe fhould think proper. 
No, Sir, they only told her, that, if her Majefty fhould 
think it neceflary to enter into any further Negotiations ~ 
for encrea fing the Forces which were to actin Conjunction 
with the Forces of the States General, that Houfe would 
enable her Majefty to make good the fame ; and even to 
this fo particular, this fo much limited Grant, they added 
this exprefs Condition, that Emg/and fhould not be charged 
with the Pay of fuch additional Troops, but from the Day 
When a Stop fhould be made by the States General to all 
Correfpondence, Trade, and Commerce with France and 
Spain : But this Condition, Sir, was never performed ; 
the additional Troops were taken into our Pay, but no 
fuch Stop was ever made by the States General ; which 
fhews how little we ought to depend upon the Conditions 
‘annexed to, or implied im any Grant we make, or in any 


¢ : 
Power we give. 
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* As to the Meffages fent to this Houfe in the Years 
17f5 and 1718, they are very far from being Prece- 
dents for the prefent. At the Time of the firft, there © 
was an Infurrection in a manner actually broke out, 


aad an Inyafion expected; the Nation was then in im> 
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minent Danger, the Government was expofed to the’ 


Danger of being immediately overturned : This the 
King in his Meiage acquainted the Houfe of, and this 
was the Reafon for their coming to the Refolution they 
then did : But even in that Time of imminent Danger, 
this Houfe neither was defired, nor did they condefcend 
to grant to his late Majeity fuch extenfive Powers, as 
are now demanded and propofed to be granted. ‘The 
defired his Majefty indeed to augment his Forces bot 
by Sea and Land, which, confidering the {mall Num- 
ber of regular Forces we had then in the Kingdom, was 
much more reafonable than the fame Power can now ap- 
pear to be, even fuppofe we were threatened with the 
like Danger ; but ’twas not then fo much as defired, 
that the Houfe fhould before-hand approve of all the 
Negotiations and Treaties, which his Majefiy, or ra- 
ther his Minifters, fhould think proper to enter into, 
or to conclude ; and the Power then granted to his Ma. 


jefty was the lefs dangerous, becaufe neither the Parlia-. 


ment, nor the Seffion of Parliament, was then draw- 
ing towards a Clofe ; but, on the contrary, his late Ma- 
jefty was fo good as to continue the fame Seffion of 
Parliament, till the Danger the Nation was threatened 
with was entirely over ; fo that the Parliament had at 
any Time an Opportunity, and certainly would have 
put a Check to the Minifters of State, if they, or any 


of them, had attempted to have made a wrong Ufe of 


that Power -which the Parliament had granted to his 
Majefty. The Powers granted in 1718, were granted 
for the fame Caufe. His Majefty in his Speech acquaint- 
ed his Parliament, that the Nation was in Danger of be- 
ing invaded by a foreign Power; and it a¢tually would 
have been invaded, if the Spanifo Fleet had not met 
with a Difaiter at Sea ; fo that neither of thefe Cafés 
can be any way confidered as parallel to the prefent. 

* Tis true, Sit; the other Precedent quoted by the Hon. 
Gentleman may be looked on as fome way parallel ta 
the prefent: We were then in a fort of State which 
I cannot give a Name to ; it was neither a Time 0 
War, nor a Time of feace ; but I do not remember 
it was fo much as pretended, that the Nation ws 
threatened with imminent Danger ; yet we then did 
fomewhat like what we are now defired to do; We 
granted away Millions for ought we knew, in the —_ 
*¢ without 
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‘ without any Caufe of Reafon affigned. But I muft ob- 
‘ferye, Sir, that that Metlage happened fince the ho- 
‘ nourable Gentleman’s Return to Power, and therefore 
‘ may be fuppofed to have been advifed by the fame Per~ 
‘fons, and to have proceeded from the fame Councils 
‘ with the prefent ; yet they were a little more modeit at” 
‘that Time: It could not be then gant faid, that 
‘the Nation was in a State of abfolute Tranquillity, yet 
‘neverthelefs the honourable Gentleman was fo modett, 
‘as to ask only for a Power to make an Addition to the 
‘ Number of Seamen, and to negotiate and make Trea- 
‘ties; he did not fo much as ask for a Power to raife, 
‘ and keep up in this Nation, m a Time of Peace, whatever 
‘ Number of Land-forees he might pretend to think necef- 
‘fary. Thus we fee the honourable Gentleman improves 
‘ upon his laft Precedent, and it is natural to fuppofe he® 
‘ will likewife improve upon this ; therefore, if all the Pow-’ 
‘ ers now asked for be granted, as I do not know any other’ 
‘ Power his Majefty can want from his Parliament, but that 
‘of making Laws, I fhall expect that, befices the Pow- 
‘ers now asked for, there will be, in the next Meffage” 
‘ from the Crown, a Demand for impowering his Majefty ° 
‘ to make or repeal, continue or fufpend, alter, explain, 
‘or amend fuch Laws, and in fuch’ Manner, as he fhail* 
§ think abfolutely neceflary for the Safety of the Nation. 
‘ This, I fay, is the only further Grant that is neceflary 
‘ for us to make in order to eftablifh by a Refolation of - 
‘both Houfes the abfolute Power of the Crown ; and © 
* with ref{pect to the Liberties of the Nation, I think it 
‘ is much the fame, whether we grant this fower to the - 
‘Crown, or put the Crown in a Capacity of affuming it 
* whenever they have a Mind, which will certainly be 
‘ the Confequence of the Refolution now propofed. 

« This, Sir, naturally leads me to the other Doctrine © 
‘ which the Hon. Gentleman has endeavoured to eftablifh ; 
* that we may with Safety grant to the Crown the Pow- 
‘ers now asked for. As to his prefent Majefty, Sir, he 
‘isa Prince of fo much Goodnefs and Wifdom, and is © 
‘endowed with fo many noble and princely Qualifica- © 
‘tions, that we may fafely not only truft him with the 
‘Powers now demanded, but we may furreader, and 
‘lay down the whole of our Rights and Liberties at the 
‘ Foot of the Throne ; but as this would be a moft dan- 


‘ gerous Precedent, and might be made a moft — 
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‘Ufe of in Times to come, the fame Wifdom and Ge. 


¢ nerofity, which makes it fafe for us to put fo much 
¢ Truft in his prefent Majetty, would render Perfons’ 


¢ capable of fo much mean and low Complaifance, mot 
‘ defpicable in his Majefty’s Eyes. He might juftly fay 
‘of us, what the Roman Emperor faid of that Senate, 
© which was fo complaifant as to refufe nothing he ask. 
“ed; O Homines fervire paratos! And his Majetty 
* would have as much Reafon to be quite tired with our 
¢ fawnigg Compliifance, as that Emperor is by the Hi- 
¢ ftorian reprefented to have been with the fawning Com. 
‘ plaifance of tne Roman Senate. We all know, Sir, 
© how difficult it is to retufe to the King upon the Throne 
* thofe Favours or Powers which have been granted to 
¢ his Predeceffor ; and theretore it has always been the 
eftahlifhed Maxim of every honeft Man, who had a 
Seat in either Houfe of Parliament, not to grant toa 
good King thofe Powers, which a-bad King might make 
an ill Ufe of; and furely, if a bad King were truifted with 
a Power of raifing Land-forces at Difcretion, he might 
eafily turn itto the utter Subverfions of all the Liberties 
and Privileges of the People of this Kingdom. 

« But with Refpect to the Powers now asked, our 
Safety is, it feems, tobe fecured by this; that a parti- 
“ cular Account is to be rendered to next Parliament ol 
whatever may be done, and of all the additional Expence 
that may be incurred, in Purfuance of thefe Powers. 
Sir, I have been fo often deceived by Minifterial . ro- 
mifes, and Experience has fo fully covinced me, that we 
are never to expect any fuch Account in a fair and re- 
gular Manner, that I have no Faith in, nor any De 
pendance upon fuch Promifes; Both I and other Gentle- 
men have often called for fuch Accounts, but we have 
always been told, that either the Matters were not ripe 
for laying fuch Accounts before Parliament, or that the 
Secrets of the Government were not to be revealed; and 
the higheft Satisfaction we could ever get upon fuch 
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neceffarily incurred on account of foreign and fecret Sere 
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for.fuch Expence, but the Parliament was never to be 

€ let into the Secret from whence that Neceffity arofe ; we 

‘ are always it feems, to believe fo upon the bare Wo 

* gf our honeft and wife Minifters ; and E am very apt t® 
, « believe, 


Occafions was to be told, that the Expences had been 


vices : It has always been pretended there was a Neceflity ' 
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‘believe, that. the fame Confidence,and Refignation will 
‘ be required from the next Parliament. 

‘ The Gentleman faid he might leave the Queftion te 
‘reft wholly upon our prefent Circumftances : It may be 
‘fo, Sir, but I wifh he had told us what thefe Circum- 
‘ ftances are. He faid they were the fame they were at the 
‘ Beginning of the Sefflion; not altogether the fame; 
‘ they were the fame in general, but by, Time, and Vari- 
‘ations in foreign Councils, an Alteration might be made 
‘inthem. I muft fay, Sir, the Houfe is very much obli- 
‘ ged tothe Hon. Gentleman for giving us fo much Satis- 
‘ faction ; and from this Intelligence. we fhall certainly be 
‘ able to give our Friends in the Country a moft fatisfacto- 
‘ry Account, and a moft convincing Reafon for what we 
‘have done. ’Tis true, they have been made believe 
‘ that they are to pay but two Shillings in the Pound Land- 
‘Tax, but we cantell them that the Hon. Gentleman gave 
‘us fo particular an Account of our Circumftances, and 
‘of the Danger the Nation was expofed to, that we 
‘thought proper to leave it to his Difcretion, whether the 
* Nation fhould be charged with fix Shillings, or perhaps 
‘ with nineteen Shillings in the Pound Land-T’ax ; and by 
‘his paft Conduét the Nation is fo fully convinced of his 
‘ Wifdom and Sincerity, that they will certainly approve 
‘ of what we haye done. | 

‘ Sir, I have troubled you too long; I think I have 
‘fhewn that the Refolution propofed is neither neceffary 
* nor fafe, nor founded upon any Precedent: But quoting 
‘of Precedents fignifies nothing; fuppofing there were 
‘ Precedents exactly parallel to the prefent Cafe, it would 
‘be no Argument for our agreeing to what is propofed. 
‘ There are but too many Precedents which refemble it a lit- 
‘ tle ; it is now high Time to put a Stopto the Practice, and 
* Tam fure it willbe much more for our Honour to makea 
‘ Precedent where fuch a Demand has been refufed, other- 
‘ wife the Thing may come to be familiar: It may become 
‘ anufual Cuftom to veft the Crown with fuch a Power at 
‘the End of every Parliament; fo that all our fucceeding 
© Parliaments may come to be chofen ,under the Influence 
‘ of abfolute Power, and then neither the Hon. Gentle- 
‘ man, nor any of his Succeffors in Office, needs defire to 
‘do any Thing without the previous Sanétion of Parlia- 


‘ment; for it is not to be fuppofed that a Parliament 
© chofeg 
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E ¢hofen under the Influence of arbitrary Power, will 
* ever refufe their Sanction, when the Minifter for the 
€ Time being pleafes to demand it ;‘in which Cafe, I be. 
* lieve, every Gentleman will agree with me, that the 
© Parliament will te altogether ufelefs, it will ferye for 
© nothing but to make our Miniftersthe more daring, and 
* the Oppreffions of the People the more grievous; and 
« therefore, Sir, I am againft the Queftion.’ 











Sir T- $ R—————-n {poke next for the Quefti. 
on; after him the L adc né {poke againg 
it, and then 





E—d D—Efg; ftood up and 
Mr. “D- ‘$ *fpoke to the following Effect; ‘ The 
Bpecch. ' Fion. Gentleman who opened this De. 
‘ bate has, in my Opinion, Sir, made as 
artful'a Speech in favour of ‘arbitrary Power as ever] 
heard made any where, and has faid a great deal more in 
Recommendation of fuch a Government thanever I expect. 
to haye heard within thefe ‘Walls. Iwill not eafily ad. 
mit, Sir, that we-are ever to truft the Crown with fuch 
extenfive Pewers as arenow demanded ; but furely if we 
are ever todo any Thing like it, if we are ever to vet 
in the Crown any extraordinary and unufual Powers, it 
ought to be in a ‘Cafe of the extremett Neceffity, and 
even then we ought to do it in the moft deliberate Way 
that the Circumftances of the Cafe can admit of, and not 
till after the Cafe has been fully explained, and the Ne- 
ceffity made cleatly to appear to us. Had we been in- 
formed of our Danger in the Beginning of the Seffion, 
what is now propofed might have beendone ; but then it 
might have been done in a regular Way, and might have 
paffed through all the Forms of Parliament; by which 
Means the other Houfe might have had an Opportunity 
of putting a Negative upon it, which they ought to have 
by our Copftitution; and every Gentleman of either 
oufe of Parliament might bave had an Opportunity of 
examining into the Merits of the Queftion, and of gi- 
ving his Opinion wpon it ; whereas now we are ina thio 
Houfe, aod withtek any Concurrence of the other Houle, 
to give up by a fingle Vote all the Rights of Parliament, 
and for ought we know, to put an End to all Parlia- 
ments. 
* ‘The Hon. Gentleman has told us, that during the for: 
mer Part of the Seffion of Parliament his Majefty - 
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* Not Phake this Application, becaufe the Danger had not 
‘become fo great, as to make it neceflary for us to put 
* ourfelyes to any immediate additional Expence, but that 
* after the Seffion is broke up, or this Parliament diffolyed, 
* fome Change may happen which will make fuch Expence 
: neceflary ; and as his Majefty cannot then have an Op- 
_ portunity of applying to his Parliament, therefore it is 
neceflary to furnith him with fuch Powers as are now 
‘ demanded, before the Seftion breaks up. Sir, I would 
“be glad to know from that Gentleman, or any other; 
‘ what Neceffity there is for this Seffion’s breaking up fo 
‘ foon, or if there is any Neceffity for diffolving this Par- 
‘liament in a few Days? Our Time does not expire till 
* October next; and however neceffary our Prefence 
may be in the Country, if the Nation be in any Danger, 
if there may be any Reafon to fufpect, that the Nation 
may foon be in Danger, Iam fure every Gentleman will 
think it his Duty to remain in Town, or to return to 
Town, in order to attend the Service of his Country in 
‘Parliament. If we have now really any Thing to fear 
‘from the Freach Squadron, and that I think is the only 
* Danger, I have heard fo much as infinuated, all Appre- 
‘“henfions from that Squadron nauft be over long before 
‘that Time; nay, I do not know but if the few Days 
‘ that were asked Yefterday for taking this Meffage into 
‘ our Confideration, had been granted, the Danger from 
‘ that Squadron might have been over before we had come 
* to confider of that Danger, or how to provide againft it, 
‘and this perhaps was the chief Motive for refufing fo 
‘fhort and fo reafonable a Delay; for if that Squadron 
* had been failed elfewhere, the Gentlemen would have been 
* ftript of the only Argument I have heard them make ufe 
‘ of for perfuading us, or rather for terr fying us, into 
‘the granting of an abfolute Power to the Crown. 
‘The Hon. Gentleman told us, that his Maiefty defi- 
ted not to give our Allies a mean Opinion of this Nati- 
on, by our neglecting to put ourfelves in a Condition of 
making good all our Engagements to them. ir, I da 
Not know what Engagements we may lie under, or whe 
are our prefent Allies, for I think all the Vowers of Eu- 
rope have lately been our Allies in their Turns; but for 
this very Reafon, Sir, I am againft what is now propo- 
‘fed, I am for giving our Allies, whoever they may be, 


‘a good Opinion, not only of this Nation, but of his Ma- 
Pp « jefty’s 
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jetty’s Government, and therefore, whatever may be 
neceilary to be done for putting ourfelves in a Conditi. 
on to make good our Engagements, I am for its being 
* done in a full Houfe, and in a regular parliamentary Me- 
‘ thod. Can any Gentleman imagine that our Allies, ef. 
* pecially the Dutch, if they be our Allies, are igno- 
‘ rant of our Conftitution? No, Sir, they are perfectly 
acquainted with it, and therefore if we fhould grant fuch 
Powers as are now demanded, or make any other Sort of 
Provifion in afull Houfe, and in the regular parliamenta- 
ry Method, we cannot doubt of its having greater Weight 
with our Allies; than a Refolution or Vote thus ob- 
tained by Surprife at the End of the Seffion, and after 
moft of the Gentlemen are retired to the Country. Such 
a Method of obtaining the Approbation of Parliament 
muft neceflarily give them a mean Opinion at leaft of our 
Government, and muft contribute to the rendering his 
Majefty’s Endeavours for reftoring the Peace of Europe 
of little or no Effect. 
* Befides, Sir, by the Propofition now made to us we are 
really going to do what our Allies know we cannotdo: We 
are not only going to delegate the Power of Parliament 
to the Crown, but we are going to promife that a future 
Parliament fhall approve of whatever may be done ia 
Purfuance of that Power fo delegated to the Crown. 
Does not every one of our Allies know that no Parlia- 
ment can make fuch a Promife? Does not every Maa 
know that no Parliameat has a Right to furrender the 
Liberties of the People, or to delegate the Power of Par- 
liament to the Crown? And can we imagine that any 
Potentate in Europe will have any great Dependance up- 
on the Powers or Promifes which are granted by thole 
who had no Right to grant any fuch? But fuppofe we 
had a Right to grant the Powers now asked for, that 
Right is certainly never to be made ufe of but when the 
Nation is in the moft imminent Danger ; and as I can 
fee no Pretence for faying that the Nation is now, oF '8 
like to be in any fuch Jai ger, nor have heard any other 
Reafon for asking the Povers now propofed to be givels 
{ mutt fufpect that they are asked for Purpofes that cal 
not be openly avowed, and therefore I fhall give my Ne- 
gative to the Quettion.’ 
Ph———p G- n, Efy; fpoke next againft the 
Queibou, and alter him A/ y £P ms Efq; 
{poke 
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{poke in favour of the Queftion, then 7: 5 
P— r Efg; fpoke againft, it and atter 
him, 


H——ce JW¥—--le Efq; fpoke 
in fubftance {poke thus‘ Gentlemen, Mr. W—le’s 
« Sir,have been at a good deal of Pains Speech. 
‘ to make out a Difference between 
‘ the Precedence that have been mentioned and the Cafe 
‘now before us; tho’ I think with very little Succefs: 
‘ There never was yet a Precedent for any Propofition 
‘or Determination fo exactly parallel to the Cafe in 
‘ Hand, bnt ingenious Gentlemen might find out fome 
‘ minute Differences, yet Precedents where no materi- 
‘al Difference could be fhown have always been allow- 
‘ed to be good Authorities for what was propofed to be 
‘ done ; and in the? prefent Cafe I do not find that with 
‘all their Ingenuity they have been able to thew any 
¢ material Difference between the Precedents mentioned 
‘ and the Propofitions now made tous. ‘The two mate- 
‘ rial Points now under our Confideration with refpect 
© to Precedents are, whether it has not been the Prac. 
‘tice of Parliament to grant extraordinary | owers to 
the Crown in the Time of Danger? And in what 
Method thofe Powers have been granted? Thefe, I 
fay, are the two chief Points, and as to both of them 
every one of the Precedents mentioned appears 
to as be exactly Parallel as any one Cafe can be to a- 
nother, 
‘ But, Sir, I will endeavour to point out to the Hon. 
Gentleman one very material Difference between the 
Meffage now before us, and all the other Meffages 
that have formerly come from the Crown, and it is this, 
in the prefent Meffage his Majefty exprefly promifes to 
lay a full Account of whatever Expences may be incur- 
red before the next Parliament, which is a | 1ece of Con- 
defcenfion that was never made by thesCrown in any 
former Meffage fent to larliament: This is indeed 
a material Difference, but fuch a Difference as in my 
Opinion, ought certainly to be a prevailing Argument 
for us to agree to what is now deman/ed. And as to 
the Meffage in the Year 1702, | muft upon this Oc. 
Cafion obferve, that if a greater Confidence had been 
* placed in her Majefty, and her then Minifters, and 


* ftronger Refolutions made by that Parliament, it is more 
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than probable that the War which enfued might haye 
been entirely prevented, or at leaft that the Enemies of 
this Nation would have been obliged to have entered 
into the War under much greater Difadvantagee 
than they did; fo that the flow and lukewarm Pro. 
ceedings of ,that Parliament, and the fatal Eifects they 
produced, is one of the ftrongeft Arguments that can 
be fuggefted, for us now to ftrengthen his Majetty’s 
Hiancs in fuch a Manner as may prevent any fuch fatal 
Con:equences. 

‘ It is furprifing to me to hear Gentlemen complain 
that nothing has been laid before them, to fhew the 
Neceflity for granting the Powers now asked for. Did 
not his Majetty in his Speech at the opening of the 
Seffion inform us of the War then begun in Europe? 
Does not he by the prefent Meffage acquaint us that 
this War ftill continues? And is not every Gentleman 
convinced by what he knows of the Situation of Earcpe, 
that the Ballance of Power in Europe entirely depends 
on the Event of that War ? Let which ever Side pre- 
vail, if it fhould be allowed to prevail too far would 
not the Ballance of Power be thereby overturned, and 
will not this Nation neceffarily be obliged to prevent 
fo fatal an Effect ? Befide this, does not every Gen- 
tleman know that the French have lately fitted outa 
very powerful Sea Armament, which if not defigned 
againit this Country can be defigned againft but one 
other Place in the World? I indeed believe that itis 
defigned againit Deatzick, but if that Affair fhould blow 
over, which is poffible, before the French Fleet fails, 
can we then be ea‘y, can we imagine ourfelyes in Se- 
curity, while fo large a Squadron with an Army rea- 
dy to be put on board lies within a few Hours failing of 
our Coaft ? . 

‘ The Hon. Gentleman by me very well obferved 
what has been done by the Dutch ; they had _ refolved 
to reduce 10,000 of their Land-Forces, but upon the 
Breaking out of the War they have put off that Refo- 
lution : They are our natural Ally, they have hitherto 
gone Hand in hand in hand with us, but we know in what 
a weak and defencelefs Condition their Barrier in Flaa- 
ders is at prefent, and if we fhould fit ftill and do 
nothing, is it to be expected that they will go on in the 
fume Way ? No, Sir, they will be obliged to pa 
¢ tnem- 
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¢ themfelves paging Rae the Arms of France, and mutt 
¢ depend upon the Honour of that Crown for the Prefer- 
¢ yation of their Barrier in Fvanders. 

‘Gentlemen may, Sir, if they pleafe call this a Vote 
‘of Credit, but as his Majefty has fo exprefly promi- 
‘fed an Account, it cannot properly be called a Vote 
‘of Credit. It is, in my Opinion, only a Vote of Con- 
‘fidence : It is only coming to a Refolution, which b 
‘fhewing the entire Confidence we have in his Majefty, 
‘will give his [nftances with foreign Powers the greater 
‘ Weight, and confequently is abfolutely neceffary jor the 
¢ Prefervation of the Ballance of Power in Europe, with- 
‘out which this Nation can never be in any Safety or 
* Security. 

S——/ 7: i1, Efq; fpoke next likewife in favour of 
the Motion, after him the L—d 7: ef fpoke againft 
it, and then, 

Sir W——m HW m {poke 
to this Effect. * As I find myfelf Sir W--m W---m’s 
“at prefent|very much outofOrder, Specch. 

‘Iam very unfit, Sir, to offer my 

‘Opinion on fo important a Quettion: However, I muft 
‘beg Leave to trouble you a little upon this Occafion, 
‘ becaufe if what is now propofed fhould be agreed to, I 
‘do not know but it may be the laft Time I fhall ever 
‘have an Opportunity of delivering my Opinion as a 
* Member of this Houfe. 

‘With me, Sir, it is a Matter of no Confequence, 
‘whether the Propofition now made to us be founded 
‘on Precedents or not; for if any Thing like what is 
‘ propofed has been done, I am of Opinion, that as often 
‘as it has been done it has been wrong done, and the oft- 
‘her it is done it tae be the worfe: But to tell us, 











‘that the only two @oints under our Confideration is, 
‘Whether extraordinaty Powers have upon any Occafion 
‘ been granted to the Crown; and in what Method thefe 
‘Fowers have been granted ; is very extraordinary: For 
‘ fappofing it right to grant extraordinary Powers by an 
‘ extraordinary Method, upon fome Occafions, certainly 
‘we are, upon all fuch Occafions, to confider the Reafons 
‘ for granting fuch Powers, and the nature of the Pow- 
‘ers to be granted, and if, upon the prefent Occafion, 
‘the Powers propofed to be granted are much more exten- 
‘five than thofe formerly granted, and the Reafons for 


Btanting them not near fo ftrong as upon former ya 
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fions, no former Precedent can give any Authority for 


© doing what is now propofed. 


aA eFAaenAR HR AR RRR AR A AAR A 


. 
« 
£ 
< 
c 
c 
t 
< 
< 


“ - a 


Lay * 


* We are told of the Naval Armaments of France; but] 
would gladly know what we have done to deferve an 

Infule trom that Nation If contributing to throw the 
Affairs of Europe into their prefent Situation, by which 
the Houfe of Bourbon has been again put into a Conditi. 
on of pulling down the overgrown Power of the Houfe 
of Aufria, which fo greatly alarmed us fome Years ago ; 
if this, I fay, deferves any Infult from Fraace, I do not 
know but we may deferve it: But if this were true, 
while we havean Army of 18,000 Men in this Kingdom, 
and 12,000 in Jre/and, all ready at our Call, and a more 
powerful Fleet than any the French can put to Sea, what 
have we to far from five or fix thoufand Freach, if they 
were actually landed in the Ifland. Sir, if we had nota 
Regimentin the Kingdom, we could not have any Thing 
to fear from fo inconfiderable a Number. And can we 
fuppofe the French fuch Fools as to make fo ridiculous an 
Attempt, by which they muft expect to draw the imme- 
diate Vengeance of this Nation upon them? 

“ When our Armies or our Fleets are to be augmented, 
when we are to enter into expenfive Negotiations, or 
when we are defired to put extraordinary Powers into 
the Hands of the Government for Purpofes not to be told, 
I have often obferved, Sir, that fome Gentlemen are, 
upon fome Occafions, mighty apt to raife Phantoms, 
aud to magnify imaginary Dangers, from whence they 
argue for the Neceflity of providing agaiaft them asil 
they were real: We are -then to be atraid of Invafions 
and Infults from almoft every Power in Furcpe ; but 
when upon other Occafions they are told what is t00 
true, that the Nation is in a, moft dangerous and di 
firefled Condition, they then fted upon it that we 
were in the moft happy Situatiof, that our Tradeis 1 
a flourifhing State, and that we are in Friendfhip with, 
or at leaft have no Diffidence of any foreign } ower what- 
foever. 

© We are feldom indeed told much, we are never told 
Things but by Halves; but if what we are told be tts; 
if his Majefty has hitherto taken no Share in the W ate 
we cannot be in any immediate Danger. Tho’ his Majeftys 
as K.of Great-Britain,may not have taken any Share 0 the 
War, yet he certainly has, as Elector of Hanover ; and 3s 
this Nation has, by fome Fatality or another, been art 
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“ly engaged in the fame Quarrel, which our King, as E- 
‘lector of Hanover, efpoufed, if the fame ‘Thing fhould 
‘again happen, this Nation may then indeed come to be 
‘threatened with fome Danger or Infult ; but in fuch a 
‘Cafe it is not neceffary for us to provide againft fuch a 
¢ diftant and fuch a conditional Danger, in the extraordi- 
‘nary Method now propofed: Why may not we fit for a 
‘few Months longer, and do in a regular Parliamentary 
‘Way whatever may feem neceffary on that Occafion? 
‘ When we are altogether we make of ourfelves a pretty 
‘ good Battalion ; it cannot be faid but that weare well 
‘ officer’d, and a little Time might probably bring us to 
‘ turn to Right and Left, and to perform allthe other Parts 
‘ of Exercife by Beat of Drum ; but this, Sir, is a ferious 
¢ Subje@t, and therefore I ask Pardon. 

‘ As all the principal Powers of Europe are now enga- 
‘ged in a bloody War againft one another, and as we 
‘have not yet taken any Share in that War, the prefent 
‘Creumftances of Europe are to mea moft evident Proof, 
‘ that we neither are nor can be in any Danger as long as 
‘ we continue in the fame Situation; and as we have no 
‘contrary Evidence, but what appears upon the general 
‘ Minifterial Meflage, now under our Confideration, I do 
‘not fee how we can pofflibly form a Pretence for agree- 
‘ing to what is now asked of us: We ought, and I hope 
* we always will fhew as great a Deference to the Crown, 
*a becometh the freeborn Subjects of Britain ; but confi- 
‘ dering how often the Crown has, upon former Occafions, 
‘ been induced to .affert for Truth, what Time, the Dif- 
‘coverer of Secrets, has made appear not to be true: 
‘ Confidering that we are to look upon this, as well as all 
‘ other fuch Meffages, as proceeding from the Advice and 
* Suggeition of Minifters; and when we reflect upon for- 
‘mer Affertions which came to Parliament, by the Ad- 
* vice and upon the Suggeftion of the very fame Perfons, 
* we cannot be juftified in delegating fo great a Power up- 
‘on fo flight an Evidence; an Evidence, which Time 
* may hereafter, as it has before done, fhew to be entire- 
€ ly falfe. 

Sir F--1 B——d. ‘A worthy Gen- 
* tleman has been blamed for {peaking Sir J—n B——d’s 
* difrefpectfully of the Crown My Speech. 
, worthy Friend faid, that the Crown 
* has often been induced to aflert for Truth what ~ 
* has 
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No. 99, 
has afterwards difcovered not to be true. Sir, the 
Crown is never fuppofed to know any thing but by In. 
formation, and if thofe who inform the Crown have been 
themfelves mifinformed, or fhould for any private and 
wicked Purpofe give the Crown a falfe Information, the 
Crown may by fuch Information be induced to affert for 


Truth, what Time may very probably fhew not to be 


true ; fo that without any Explanation, there is no Foun. 
dation for finding Fault with what my worthy Friend 
faid : Nay, it is what happens but too often ; were not 
we told but a few Years ago of*fome fecret Articles inan 
Alliance entered into between two of our Neighbours, by 
which Gibraltar was to haye been taken from us, and the 
Pretender was to have been placed by force upon the 
Throne of thefe Realms : This was afterwards difcovered 
net to be true; and indeed, to confider the Situation 
and Circumftances of the two Powers who were faid to 
have entered into thefe Articles, it is hardly poffible to 
believe that any fuch Projects fhould have entered into 
either of their Heads: Yet this was confidently aiferted; 
and to have pretended at that Time to have doubted of 
it, it would, I believe, have been reckoned highly difre- 
fpectful to the Crown, if not downright Difaffection, 
So far are we, Sir, from being obliged to believe every 
Thing afferted by the Crown, that we are in many Cafes 
bound to enguire into the Truth of fuch Affertions ; 
and if they fhould, upon fuch Enquiry, appear to be 
falfe, we ought to punifh thofe who have either foolifhly 
or knavifhly impofed upon the Crown. 

‘Upon the prefent Occafion, Sir, the Crown is abfo- 
lutely fafe from any Accufation or Sufpicion of this 
Kind ; for we have not as yet had che leaft Information 
from the Crown ; even by the prefent Meffage, notwith- 
ftanding the great Powers thereby demanded, it is not 
fo much as infinuated that the Nation is in any Dangef 
nor are we informed of any Fact from which it may 8 
conjectured that the Nation may foon be in Danger : It 
has indeed heen infinuated by an Hon. Gentleman in this 
Houle, by Way of Supplement to the Meflage, that we 
ere in Danger of an Invafion from France ; but even that 
Gentleman himfelf fays, he does not believe we are 10 
any Danger, which is fomething very fingular ; he dos 
not, he fays, believe it, but yet he would have every 
other Gentleman in this Houfe believe it; for it is a 
$ tale 
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¢¢ainithere -is no, Danger:to be apprehended from any 
« other foreign Power ; therefore it is impoffible for any 
« Gentleman, .who is of his, Opinion,, with refpect to our 
‘ Danger from;#rance, to agree to his Refolution. I fay, 
¢ it isimpoffible that any.Gentlémay, who does nof think 
‘ the Nation ip'any Danger, fhould agree to ‘the granting 
‘to the Crown an unlimited Power of railing Forces 
‘by Sea.and Land, of. entering into expentiye Alliances, 
¢ and putting.the Nation. to an infinite Expeace. 

But perhaps, Sir, the.Danger we are now threatened 
‘ with is offa_Domeftick Nature <-If fo, I with fome of 
«thofe Gentlemen who know it would rife.up and give us 
‘ fome Account of it ; for.really my Imagination, is fo 
‘ barren, that I cannot form to myfelf an Idea of any 
‘fuch Danger, ‘unlefs .it. be the Danger of having the 
¢ Majority of next Parliament.confift of fuch Perfons as 
“may not be. agreeable, to.fome Gentlemen ; and if 
‘the Vote. of -Credit we are now to give fhould be 
‘ applied towards preventing that Danger, if any Part of 
‘the Money fhould be made ufe of for that Purpofe, it 
‘is certain that no Gentleman needs be under aly Ap- 
‘ prehenfions or any Uneafinefs from the ; romife now 
‘made, of accounting to next Parlidment. But I beg 
‘ }ardon, Sir, I believe I fhould not haye called the 
‘ Refolution propofed to us a Vote of Credit; for I 
‘ find Gentlemen are greatly divided, whether it ought 
“to be called a Vote of repo or a Vote of Confi- 
“dence. However, I think that Difpute may be eafily 
‘ bate by calling it, a Vote of Confidence and 
© Credit. 

‘It may be thought, Sir, that.I do not treat this Subject 
‘ ferioufly enough: I will allow, that ‘if the Nation were 
‘ really in any Danger, it would be an Affair of very, great 
‘Confequence. In fuch a-Cafe, it would be’a very ferious 
* Queftion to determine, Whether we fhould devolve the 
‘ Power of Parliament upon the Crown,for a fhert Time : 
‘ But when Gentlemen come with fuch a Demand, without 
‘ any Foundation, when even they themfelves tell. us they 
‘believe we are in no Danger, but.tell us,of ja French 
© Squadron with four or five thoufand Forces ready to be 
‘ put on Board; and becaufe we are now juftyat the End of 
‘a Parliament, make ufe of that Story asa fufficient Ar- 
‘ gument for us to put it in the Power of a Miniiter never 
‘to call anothey. I fay, Sir, fach a Demand, tounded up- 


Qq . * Oil 


















































































































































































290 The BEE: Or, No. 99; 


‘ on fuch an Argument, muft be lookt on asa Misifteria? 
* Demand only, and therefore ought either to be create? 
« with ridievle, or rej with Indignation. . It is a De- 
mand of fuch4 Nature, Sir, that, in my Opinion, no 
Gentleman, who has the leaft Regard for laments, or 
who expects ever fo fit in another free Parliament, car 


agree fo it. | 

Mr, Comemr of the Bor, 

Sie R—t W-le * Sir, In the Station in which Ihave the 
again. * Honour (6 ferve the King, I cannot 
¢ fit fill when I heat the re. 

© flefted on in the Mannet it bas been. £ amy, in Juitice to 
* the Memor ene eae ae Dat eee ; 
* obliged to také Notice of what happened to fall from the 
¢ Hon. Gentleman under the Gallery. His late Majetty’s 


« Affertion, 0 forge the two fecret Articles agreed on 


e a a& 


« between two foreign Powers, which that Gentleman took 
* Notice of, and which he was pleafed to fay appeand 
* afterwards not to be true, was as well foutided, and as 
« true an Affertion a8 ever came from the Crown. ‘Tis 
* true indeed, Monf. Palm, the Imperial Minifter then at 
* this Court, denied that there were any fuch feeret. Arti- 
« cles in the T ; but, Sir, when we have the Word 
« of the late King the Throne on one Side, and the 
« Denial of a foreign Minifter, a Minifter of inferior Rank 
¢ too, upon the other, I muft fay that in fuch a Cafe, to 
« pretend to be at 9 Loft which to give moft Credit to, is 
, treating the Memory of our late Sovereign with very 
, great Indignity ; and I am fure, if Time has difcovered 
any Thing, it hae difeovered the contrary of what the 

* Hon. Geatleman pretends, 
W meee 1 P--rmngy Efq; As itis 
Mr, P-----.00+ 9’ © now folate, Sir, and as fo many unanfwer~ 
Speech. * able Objeétions have been already made to 
‘the Propofition now before us, 1 should 
* not have ftood up to give you any Trouble, but that | think 
* the Queftion of fo great Moment, that I ought to teftify my 
“ Averfionto it by fumething more thana bare Negative. As to the. 
* Danger from the French os Sir, it is either too near tu be. 
“ provided againft by any Thing that can be done in Confequencs 
: of this Meflage ; or it is fo remote, that it may be provided a- 
“ gaint ina regular Manner: This hes already been taken notice 
* of, and has not as yet received any Anfwer. But I mutt farther 
* obf.rve, that if there had ever been any Ground to fulpe<t that 
* the french Fleet was defigned againi this Mand, their not com 
‘ ing 
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¢ ing hither before now, is fuficient to remov: any Jealoufy thao 
¢mght have been entertained that Way. T might have. had 
+Ships fufficient to-have tran{ported § or 6009 to this Mand, 
¢ and thoie Troops mtight have been embarked, nay, and ever 
, landed in this Mand, long before this Time; and therefore theiz 
¢ Fleet’s waiting fo long in their Harbqur, is a plain Demonftrations 
, that they are not defigned againft this but againtt a Place, 
¢ which chey canttot approach fo early .n the Spring. _I¢ is fome- 
« thing very forprifing to me, Six, that upon the prefenc Occation 
« we fhould be told what the Dutch have done, or rather, indeed, 
« What they have not done. When they make any Reduction of 
« their Forces; in order to fave publick | » andto fpare their 
« People; we are then told; that their Example can be no Rule 
‘ for us. But if they niake any necefiary Addition to their Land 
« Forces, in order to put themfelved in a Pofture of Defence a- 
« gaint Dangers, which we, fteay’the Difference of our Situation, 
«have not the leaft Reafon to apprehend, then we are told, we 
¢ ought to follow their Ex imple: But in the prefent Cafe, even 
«the Example of the Dutch can be no Ar, : We have al- 
« ready done more then they hav. done, we have not only refolved . 
‘to keep up the fame Namber of Land Forces, which certainly. 
« would not have been done, if the es Eserope liad re- 
* m-ined undifturbed ; but we have already made a very large Ad- 
 ditionto the Nurmber of our Searnen ; an Addition which amounts 
‘to agreater Number of Men, than that Number of Land Forces 
* which the Duirb have only refolved not to reduce; fo that tho* 
‘ we be not near fo much expofed to the Danger as the Dutch, yet 
‘we have alteady very far exceeded them in the Expence we have. 
* put ourfelves to on account of the War, 

* We are next told, that the Towns in Flanders are in a very 
‘ bad Situation, and no Way provided for Defence. For God’s fake, 
‘ Sit, are we thus to be eternally the Dupes of Europe? Hf che 
‘ Emperor or any other Power neg'eés to keep their fortified 
‘ Places in a proper Pofture of Defence, muft we anfwer for that 
" Negle&? Are we for the Sake of prelerving the Ballance of 
‘Power in Europe, to undertake at our own Charges to defend 
‘every Power in Europe, and to prevent their being invaded or 
“Conquered by any of their neighbouring Powers? Such Argu- 
‘ments, Sir, Y fhould think ridiculous, if made ule of for per 
‘ fuading us to put ourfelves to the leaft additional Expence ; but 


they are much more fo when they are the only Arguments made’ 

‘ We of for vailing with us to make a total Surrender of our 

_ Liberties, Girel Gentlemen mutt think this Hoafe mighty r: ady 

cP a the Liberties of a rsa 5 ' when they make fi 
tions and fupport them by fach Arguments. 

: ‘To tne, Sir, it really appees cf if this Propolitien had been’ 

‘made by way of Experiment, to fee what Lengths we might: 
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€ be! prevailed op'to go's and if we agree to-it, Tam fure it is why 
€ wWe'ca* never anfwer for to oufelves, our Conftituents, or. dur’ 
* Pofterity » Nay, ‘we cannot anfwer for 1t even to ' iS Mejetty: 
© himtéif, for it is‘acdeftroying of the Rights of Parliament, and: 
« as his Majeity’s Right ‘to the Crown is founded on the Rights 
€ of | arliament, whatever tends to the Deftruéction of the one, 
¢ muft tend to the Deftru@ion of the other. : 











Mr. S——1G | (ptke next tor the Qveftion, and 
after bim Sir J -nH —dC n fp ke againt 


st, and then the Quefion was put, which upon a Divifion,’ 
was carried in the “firmative by'248 to't 47. , 

We have now finifbed cur Account of the Debates emt 
Proceedings in the loft Sefficn of Fe —it ; which we 
have enteavoured to lay before our Readers with the utmofh 
Impartiality; and witlout_ intermingling them with aay 
Reflections of our cwn. ay RG: 

We humbly conceive that no. Man who is a Lover of Li- 
berty, canbe difpleas’d at, our’ publifbing -thefe Debatei,, 
fine a Free-People who have a Right.to chufe their Repre- 
Sentatives, bave certainly a Rig.tto enquire into their Be- 
haviour in Pa t. We have no,rcom in this BEE to 
infert any Foreign News, and indeed our laft Letters bring 
nothing Material from Abroad; but for the Tnformation 
of our Country. Readers we fhaillay before them a-Piece of 
Domeftick News extracted from the Daily-Poft-Boy of 
Thurfday if, 
An: Article of News extracted from the Dai/y-Pof-Boy 

ot Fanuary the 16th) 1734-5. 

A Pamphlet was publifhed hete a few Days fince, 
called, A KEY tothe TIMES; "but wrote in a Style 
and Manner very*much above what we‘commonly meet 
with in Pamphlets. “Tt contains. among’ other things, the 
Charafiers ot fome of the Greateft Perfons in Europe; 
with feveral fhrewd Reflections upon the Prefent Situation 
of Affairs : It feems however to fome People to be '-, 
ther calculated for a Foreign Meridian, than that of Em- 
land , and will doubtlefs foda creep into’: rint, both at, 
Paris and the Hague. What-the Author calls his Dré4™ 
or Vifion, is thought by good: Judges to be equal to.4ny 
thing in the Celebrated .Spefatcrs. The Pieces im, this 
Pamphlet are,wrote’.in Exglifo, in. Frengh, and in Latipy 
and if, as fome People-fufpect, they .were all wrote By 
the _— Hand, it is certain there are-but. few» i 
hefides, capable of exprefling .their, Thoughts. with 40 
much Freedom and _— in. three Different Lang - 
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